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Thirteen Nepal Youth Turn Media Professionals !

The SIGNIS Asia Commlab Programme was held successfully 
from 27 September to 2 October, 2019 in collaboration with St. 
Xavier's College, Kathmandu, Nepal. The programme was held at 
Nepal Jesuits Social Institute (NJSI),  thanks to Fr. Jomon Jose, 
the Vice-Principal of St. Xavier's College  who invited SIGNIS 
Asia Commlab to Nepal and Fr. Roy Sebastian who provided all 
logistical support. 

Thirteen Catholic young and enthusiastic students of St. Xavier's 
College, Kathmandu participated in this intensive seven day 
programme. One of the important outcome of the programme 
was the production of short films by the participants titled, 'The 
Green Hope' focusing on the issue of migration, 'Voice from the 
Slum', on the plights of the poor and the homeless, and 'The 
Holy River', on the pollution around the famous Pasupathinath 
Temple of Kathmandu. 

These three films were screened during the graduation ceremony 
on the final day afternoon for  special guests from colleges, 
schools, SIGNIS Nepal and various associations in Kathmandu. 
The guests appreciated the participants for their creativity and 
commitment towards the marginalized which were well reflected 
in their films.

‘The themes chosen for the videos are highly relevant  and the 
quality of the films are in par with BBC standards' said Fr. Stephen 
SDB, the Vice-Principal of Nepal Don Bosco School, Lubhu.   

‘’I am highly impressed by the films by the students who 
completed them within merely seven days of training and I wish 
them to do more in the future' said Fr. Roy Sebastian SJ, the 
Director of NJSI, Kathmandu.

'It gives me immense joy to witness the capacity of these young 
people! More young people need to be trained so that they can 
create awareness among people and take the messages of justice 
and equality to the society at large through social media' said 
SIGNIS Nepal President Mr. Chirendra Satyal.

The objective of the Commlab programme is to integrate the faith 
of young people with professional growth. The process involves 
enabling them to understand the power of team work, media 
criticism, the role of Church social teachings in communications 
using video as a tool, and finally produce video documentaries to 
echo the issues of the voiceless in the society. 

The programme helps young people to explore their inner 
potentials, their role in the communities and their responsibilities 
to bring about a change in the communities. 
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The theme of the Nepal Commlab programme was 'Caring for our 
Common Home' following the reflections of Pope Francis in his 
document 'Laudato Si'.

Motivated by the learning and reflections, the participants chose 
burning issues of the poor as themes for their productions 
which stand testimony to the success of the programme.

Prior to writing of the script, they went to three different places to 
observe the living conditions of the people, understand the 
magnitude of their problems, to see for themselves the 
environmental degradation etc., They interviewed people, clicked 
pictures, took down notes and had a series of discussions with the 
people on their issues and aspirations.

After returning from the location, they discussed the issues 
thoroughly in their respective groups, and made storyboards based 
on what they heard, observed and experienced in the field.

They also collected information from the internet, talked to experts 
and drafted a rough script of their production. The final script was 
made after a series of discussions, evaluation and analysis. 
 

They also prepared the shooting scripts with relevant and 
suitable shots to be taken and prepared the 'to do' list before 
leaving for shooting on the next day.

Each group carried a smart phone with cameras of high 
resolution, a tripod, collar mic and the other needed properties. 
They also identified suitable experts who could give their 
opinion on the subject to substantiate their arguments in the 
video.  

Before entering into the production stage, they underwent a 
series of sessions on 'advertising analysis, media education, 
Catholic teachings on social communications, photography, 
planning of a production, research, scripting, interview 
techniques, shooting, sound recording, editing, field visits, 
sub-titling and making of a film'. 

Towards the end, the participants had a two hour long 'Taize 
prayer' which touched their inner soul enabling them to make 
a deep commitment for the people, to be the 'voice of the 
voiceless' following the footsteps of St. Romero, the Patron 
Saint of SIGNIS. 

FOCUSSIGNIS ASIA
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They were also recognized as the 'Stringers of SIGNIS Commlab' 
with an identity card, enabling them to send videos, clippings, 
stories, information on people' to SIGNIS newsletter, publications 
and website.

The three facilitators of the programme were Mr. Bruno Thappa, a 
Video Producer at Sonada Salesian College, Darjeeling, Ms. Lyka 
Ramos Lakindanum from Communication Foundation of Asia 
(CFA), Philippines, and Ms. San May Nwe (Maria), a freelance 
journalist from Myanmar. They are alumni of Commlab. They were 
well supported by Mr. Lawrence John and Dr. Magi with all 
necessary additional input whenever required for the participants. 

Thanks to Fr. Jiju SJ, the Principal, Fr. Jomon Jose SJ, the Vice-
Principal and  Fr. Anup SJ the Administrator of St. Xavier's college 
for the great support rendered to conduct the programmme in 
Kathmandu. Thanks to Sr. Sofia Lee, the Student's counselor of the 
college who was with the students throughout the programme. 

Thanks to Fr. Roy Sebastian, the Director of NJSI who provided all 
logistical support for the success of the progrmme and Fr.Thomas 
SJ, the Administrator of NJSI for his great contribution.

The input sessions, group discussions, Eucharist celebrations,  
field visits, shooting, editing, interviews, games, photo sessions, 
evaluations, prayer services, entertainment programmes etc,.will 
remain in the minds of participants for a long time to come. 

'It's a great opportunity for me to be part of this programme.  
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I feel I am well equipped to make short films on my own and  
I will do it'.

‘On the first day, I was wondering how to spend seven days 
here, but now I feel as if I arrived here only yesterday! Time 
flew too fast! I got very rich experience here’.
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‘I learnt here how to work together in a group. Everyone is 
talented and talents are  multiplied when we work together’.

‘I tasted the effect of teamwork! Thanks to Xavier's college and 
SIGNIS Asia. I am sure to make useful contributions to the 
society’. 

The above were some of the feedback heard from the participants!  
Each one was given a seed to plant at home. These seeds were 
brought by Ms. Lyka, one of the facilitators from Manila. 

During the Taize prayer, each one wrote his/her commitment for 
the community on a piece of paper and placed them before the 
bible at the centre. On the next day, they were offered to God 
during the Holy Mass. 

At the end of the concluding ceremony, Mr. Lawrence John, the 
Vice-President, SIGNIS World and the Global Coordinator of 
Commlab programme along with the Dr. Magimai Pragasam, the 
Vice-President of SIGNIS Asia and the Coordinator of Commlab 
Asia thanked all who supported and contributed towards the 
success of the programme. 

- Dr. Magi, VP, SIGNIS Asia.
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 SIGNIS India National Assembly 2020

Statement 
th stWe the members of SIGNIS India, a member of World Catholic Association for Communications, gathered at Cochin, Kerala from 28  to 31  

January, 2020, discussed and deliberated on the theme “Building Human Communities through Media”.  About 110 delegates from 12 Indian 
Regions participated.

In present day reality, the media not only play the role of witness but also judge and jury and they decide what is to be given to the people 
rather than what people really need.

The bias and falsification of news is a deliberate attempt to mislead the people and confuse them. This is becoming rampant and we need to 
be alert and crosscheck every news item before believing it.

In a society where cultural dispersion is becoming common, we need to be vigilant and proactive in retaining the rich cultural identities and 
protect our pluralistic history.

We need not wait for freedom of expression from elsewhere, for, the Constitution of India itself guarantees its citizens justice, equality, liberty 
and fraternity which are core values of human life, assuring dignity of individuals by which we are entitled to socialism, secularism and 
dignity as a basic human right.

Hence we resolve to engage women, young people, the marginalised and the voiceless to understand their human rights and to voice against 
the injustice done to them using all social media platforms to the fullest extent possible to communicate to the world about peace, equality 
and community life.

 Let us work together organically rather than competing with each other. We also understand the important and crucial role of women who 
have to play in fighting for justice. We affirm our faith in social communications and accept it as our mission in building human communities 
through media towards retaining our identity, secularism, freedom of expression and human dignity. 
                                                                                                                                                     - SIGNIS India
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 Meeting Communication Needs of Community
Thoughts by Dr. Edward A. Edezhath

(Presented during the SIGNIS India Assembly held in January 2020)
Then the Lord God said, 'It is not good that the man should be alone' 
(Gen.2:18). A man or a woman is not to be alone; if one walks alone 
one is easily tired. And, 'The Lord's disciples are called to live as a 
community which is the salt of the earth and the light of the world 
(Mt.5:13-16). We are called to bear witness to a constantly new way of 
living together in fidelity to the Gospel. Let us not allow ourselves to 
be robbed of community' ( Pope Francis, EG 92).

What is the most important ingredient of a community? Love built 
through communication. It gathers people, builds them into one body 
and bridges gaps when differences arise. 'Communication leads to 
community, that is, to understanding, intimacy and mutual valuing'. 
Rollo May (1909-94).

Some thoughts on Community
There are numerous groups around us, and we are part of many of 
them. It is important to ask how a community gets formed.
People are brought together due to their, 1. Interest, 2. Action, 3. 
Place, 4. Practice / Profession, or 5. Circumstance (situations or 
events). 

How do communities stay united and grow together? By sharing. 
Here, effectiveness of communication and lack of it, plays a greater 
significance. What do they share? Communities may share ideas and 
feelings, belief, resources, preferences, needs, and risks in 

common. Consciousness as well as effectiveness of this sharing 
makes a community quite lively; this, in turn, leads to forming the 
identity of the community members and also the degree of 
cohesiveness of the group.

What happens through a community? What are some of its major 
functions?
1.Socialization/grow as a human, 2. Order and discipline/social 
control, 3. Care and support, 4. Some forms of participation and 
involvement, 5. Production, creation, distribution and 
consumption.

Towards Community through communication
Communication is the fuel that keeps the fire of your relationship 
burning, without it, your relationship goes cold. (William Paisley). 
What are some of the highlights of this age of instant 
communication and social media? Today there is a profusion of 
platforms and modes of linking; many of them are so very popular 
that large sections of the society are there in their 
communication network; they meet all kinds of imaginable 
purposes and personal and collective needs; and generally these 
facilities are quite accessible and affordable for a commoner.

What are the functions/benefits of communication in a 
community? 
1) The relational aspects stand out the most, promoting greater 
connectivity, caring and sharing, leading  to group building 
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6) Relational aspect can be lost sight of by focusing on some of 
the media and their dynamics.

Towards a communication that builds
1. Equipping, training 
2. Use of appropriate media, 
3. Streamlining/tackling flooding and misinformation. 
4. Refocusing on community goals, and 
5. Building relationships, intimacy and unity.

Some useful tips for Meeting the Communication Needs of a 
Community
'Speaking the truth in love we are to grow up in every way' 
(Eph 4:15). We need to build communities of truth and love. We 
speak and grow.

Grassroots efforts, called community building or community 
organizing, seek to empower individuals and groups of people by 
providing them with the skills they need to effect change in their 
own communities.

1. Young people : Youth, children need communication training, 
for happy life and successful career.

‘I trust that young people themselves know how best to find 
appealing ways to come together. They know how to organize 
events, sports, competitions and ways to evangelize using the 
social media, through text messages, songs, videos and other 
ways. They only have to be encouraged and given the freedom to 
be enthused about evangelizing other young people wherever 
they are to be found' ( Christus Vivit, 210)

2) They provide necessary (even unnecessary) information, keeping 
you updated, 

3) A group's values, vision and goals are strong bonds and the media 
help communicate them and build them up,

4) Each group has its own business and productive activity to carry 
out, for which the media lends effective helping hand, and 

5) For various special needs, like crisis management and care for the 
various special needs generally the group depends of the various 
media.

A community grows and builds itself up through the effective use of 
the various media on all these fronts.

But, what are some of the challenges faced in our communities in 
connection with the use of media?
1) While a particular media and the related technology may intimidate 
or put off some sections of a community, some others may go with an 
attitude of 'media for media's sake' inebriated by it; 

2) A communication or information overload; 

3) Misinformation of fabricated truths;

4) Certain rigidity of stances or prejudices of some individuals or 
group as a whole, causing damage; 

5) There could be cultural/language divide, and 
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2. Family related: Communication in Marriage, in parenting, in 
finding mission.

'Families who have strong and healthy communication skills can 
weather significant challenges and remain intact. Those with limited 
effective communication skills are vulnerable to the challenges of life 
pulling them apart' – Ellen Miley Perry.

                                                           
3. Priests and Institutional admins: Sensitize them on changes, 
community building and communication.‘The art of communication is 
the language of leadership’–  James Humes.

4.  Build awareness on fake communication.
'Wise men speak because they have something to say, fools because 
they have to say something' - Plato

5. Develop tools for community building
'Half the world is composed of people who have something to say and 
can't, and the other half who have nothing to say and keep on saying 
it' - Robert Frost.
                                                               

6. Prepare trainers for building communication at different levels
'Any problem, big or small, within a family, always seems to start with 
b a d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  S o m e o n e  i s n ' t  l i s t e n i n g '                                                       
- Emma Thomspon.

7. Parish, associations and movements, communities : Training on 
'Communication building community' 
‘Collaboration is a key part of the success of any organization, 
executed through a clearly defined vision and mission and based on 
transparency and communication -                                                        Dinesh Paliwal     

8. Training in silence and dynamics of reflection is the need of 
the hour.
The most important thing in communication is hearing what  
isn't said. -Peter Drucker.

9. Form : Bloggers, podcasters, info graphic designers, media 
activists - values, content and technical skills

10. Focus on Evangelization: Complement the existing efforts, 
equip those in the field.

SIGNIS Asia Focus - May 2020 8 www.signisasia.net

Resources



FOCUSSIGNIS ASIA

The SIGNIS World Congress will be held in Seoul, Korea in 2021, from 

August 16 to 21. Korea has not only many historical attractions such 

as old temples and palaces but also Catholic holy places. When you 

attend SWC 2021, you will visit these historical places and experience 

the Korean Catholic tradition. Let me introduce briefly about the 

Korean Catholic history and a few holy sites in advance. 

The Korean Catholic history is unique, in a sense, its seeding was 

mysterious. It grew up without any support from foreign missionaries 

or priests. Catholicism was introduced in Korea by Koreans 
ththemselves. During the 16  century, religious books regarding 

Catholicism were imported and studied as part of Western Studies. In 
th18  century, a group of first believers got together at a certain place, 

studied Catholicism and shared their beliefs among themselves. 

In 1784, ,Yi Seung-hun a member of the study group, was sent to 

China and baptized there. He became the first Korean believer to be 

baptized. Later he returned home with various religious texts and holy 

symbols like the Cross etc., He even baptized his fellow countrymen 

during emergency.

Later, many wanted to know more about the Catholic religion and 

asked the Chinese Church to send a Priest. In 1794, a Chinese Priest 

entered Korea but was martyred when he was on his mission. The 

Church in Korea survived without any formal missionary priests until 

a clergy from France (the Paris Foreign Missions Society) arrived in 

1836. 

In the course of establishing Catholicism in Korea, many missionary 

priests and thousands of believers had been martyred. Pope John Paul 

II canonized 103 of them in 1984 and Pope Francis beatified 124 in 

2014.

Korean Saints

The Korean Catholic community, which had been seeded 

mysteriously, became rooted sacredly with the blood of martyrs. 

Praise be to God! Thanks to the sacred history, Korea now has 

many holy shrines. Let me guide you through three 

representative holy sites in Seoul. 

First, the Seosomun Martyrs' Shrine. It is the largest martyrs' 

site in Korea. 

Seosomun Martyrs’ Shrine

Mysterious Seeding, Sacred Rooting
-  A brief history of Korean Catholic
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Originally, Seosomun, or literally West Small Gate in Korea, was one of 

the eight gates of the fortress that surrounded Seoul during the Joseon 

Dynasty. This was used as an official execution ground. Countless 

Catholic missionaries and believers died here during numerous 

rounds of executions. Forty four among them were canonized in 1984. 

There was a time in the past when this place was filled with homeless 

wanderers. Later on, it was remodeled and reopened as an historical 

museum cum park in 2019. Pope Francis visited this place in 2014. 

The statue of Homeless Jesus, made by a Canadian world-class 

sculptor Timothy Schmalz was laid on a bench near this Martyr's 

Memorial. This statue helps us to imagine the features of Jesus in 

present day context. 

Statue of Homeless Jesus

Second one is the Jeoldusan Shrine. Jeoldu means 'beheading' in 

Korean. It was also the execution ground on a cliff above the Han 

River. According to a legend, about 8,000 Catholics were executed, 

and the corpses were thrown into the river. The site consists of a 

museum, monuments, and a cathedral. There is a foreign ministry 

graveyard close by. One can actually feel the exotic atmosphere of this 

place.

Jeoldusan Shrine

The third place is the Myeongdong Cathedral. It is the Church of 

the Archdiocese of Seoul in Myeongdong. Myeongdong is 

located at the center of Seoul. As it is located in the cluster of 

shopping centers and restaurants, it is one of the prominent 

sightseeing place in Korea. Originally, it was the first parish in 

Korea. Korea's first Catholic believers began meeting around here 

in late 1780s. In 1883, French Catholics purchased the land and 

built a Cathedral in Gothic architecture in 1898. The Inaugural 

Mass of SIGNIS World Congress will be celebrated in this 

historical Cathedral in 2021.

Myeongdong Cathedral

'Seoul's Catholic Pilgrimage Route' was proclaimed as Asia's 

first official international pilgrimage site by the Vatican. The 

above three holy sites are included in the pilgrimage route. If you 

want to participate in 'Seoul pilgrimage route’ with commentary, 

you can make reservations at the Seoul City Walking Tours 

website ( ). (Available in Korean, http://www.visitseoul.net/

English, Chinese and Japanese with free entry.)

Thanks to the sacrifices of ancient missionaries and believers, 

Catholicism was established firmly in this country. Today, the 

total number of Korean Catholic believers is more than five 

million, which is about 10 % of the national population, the fifth in 

Asia. 

Seoul is one of the most attractive cities in the world for 

Catholics. SIGNIS Korea extends a warm welcome to you to 

attend SIGNIS World Congress 2021. You will never forget your 

experience in Korea in your life! 

- Seung-wal Francis Kim
  President, SIGNIS Korea. 
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The SIGNIS  India National Assembly 2020

The Role of Media in Building 
Human Communities

The SIGNIS  India National assembly 2020 was held on the topic 'The 
Role of Media in Building Human Communities' from 28-31 January 
2020 at Alpha Pastoral Centre, Cochin, Kerala. 

The Inaugural mass was celebrated by Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Kariyil, 
Bishop of Cochin,  Most Rev. Dr. Salvodore Lobo, the Chairman of the 
Office of Social Communication, Catholic Bishops Conference of India 
and the priest delegates for the Assembly.
 
In his homily Bishop Kariyil  spoke of the importance of storytelling, 
quoting examples from the Story of Creation and the writings of Pope 
Francis. He also spoke about fake news in digital media. He appealed 
to every SIGNIS member to be more vigilant and spread the Good 
News to the whole world. Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Kalathiparambil, the 
Archbishop of Verapoly gave the Inaugural address and Bishop  
Salvadore Lobo offered the Presidential Address. 

In his address, Dr. Shashi Taroor, a Member of Parliament described 
the current situation in India a dangerous one and warned of anti-
democratic elements who are trying to make India a religious nation 
instead of secular democratic one. 

The other eminent scholars who addressed the gathering include  Dr. 
Sebastian Paul, a former Member of Parliament, who spoke on 'The 
Role of Media in the Contemporary National Scenario', Hon. Justice 
Kurian Joseph, former Judge, Supreme Court of India  who spoke on 
'Interface on freedom of Speech'.
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the delegates for all the arrangements made especially for 
bringing noted scholars to share their valuable experiences on 
the theme. 

The delegates also went on a trip to Arthunkal Church, beach and 
Fort Cochin. The long boat drive with scenic beauty of historic 
Cochin with singing and dancing was a memorable experience 
for all the delegates.

The final day began with the mass celebrated by Most Rev. Dr. 
James Anaparaparambil, Bishop of Alleppey, followed by 
business sessions.

The National and Regional reports, Financial reports, Project 
screening criteria, SIGNIS India constitution review committee 
report, news from SIGNIS Asia, budget for the year etc., were 
presented and discussed during the business day led by the 
executives Fr. Stanely, President, Fr. Victor Vijay Lobo, Secretary 
and Fr. Norbert Herman, the Vice-President, Sr. Joeyanna 
D'Souza and Mr. Nirmal Raj, the Screening Committee members 
of SIGNIS India.

                                                  - Dr. Magi.  

Chevalier Dr. Edward Edezhath,  Principal Investigator, UGC Major 
Research Project, and Syndicate Member, Sree Sankaracharya 
University, and Co-Founder of Jesus Youth spoke on 'Meeting 
Communication needs of a Community'.

Dr. Mrs. Mary Regina, former Senate Member of Calicut University,  
Spokesperson of the Syro - Malabar Church and the Member of Media 
Commission spoke on 'Impact of Media on Women Empowerment 
and Family Values'.

The last session was by Rev. Dr. Gaspar Sannyasi, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Philosophy, Government College, 
Trivandrum who spoke on 'SIGNIS Media Strategy for a better India'. 

These sessions were moderated by Fr. Stanely Kozhichira, President, 
SIGNIS India,  Mr. Jacoby, Chief Editor, Jeevanaadam,
Mr. Nirmal Raj and Sr. Joeyanna D'Souza, Screening Committee 
Members, SIGNIS India, and  Dr. Magimai Pragasam, Vice-President, 
SIGNIS Asia. 

Fr. Rafi Kootumkal, President of SIGNIS Kerala and Fr. Milton were the 
local hosts of the Assembly.  They were well appreciated by 
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‘Pope Francis Says the Coronavirus Is
 'Testing Our Whole Human Family’

#COVID-19
Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter!

Today the Church's proclamation echoes throughout the 

world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly risen.”

Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the 

night of a world already faced with epochal challenges and 

now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole 

human family. In this night, the Church's voice rings out: 

“Christ, my hope, is risen!”

This is a different “contagion”, a message transmitted from 

heart to heart – for every human heart awaits this Good News. 

It is the contagion of hope: “Christ, my hope, is risen!” This is 

no magic formula that makes problems vanish. No, the 

resurrection of Christ is not that. Instead, it is the victory of 

love over the root of evil, a victory that does not “by-pass” 

suffering and death, but passes through them, opening a path 

in the abyss, transforming evil into good: this is the unique 

hallmark of the power of God.

The Risen Lord is also the Crucified One, not someone else. In 

his glorious body he bears indelible wounds: wounds that 

have become windows of hope. Let us turn our gaze to him 

that he may heal the wounds of an afflicted humanity.

Today my thoughts turn in the first place to the many who 

have been directly affected by the coronavirus: the sick, those 

who have died and family members who mourn the loss of 

their loved ones, to whom, in some cases, they were unable 

even to bid a final farewell. May the Lord of life welcome the 

departed into his kingdom and grant comfort and hope to 

those still suffering, especially the elderly and those who are 

alone. May he never withdraw his consolation and help from 

those who are especially vulnerable, such as persons who 

work in nursing homes, or live in barracks and prisons. For 

many, this is an Easter of solitude lived amid the sorrow and 

hardship that the pandemic is causing, from physical suffering 

to economic difficulties.

(From the Reflections of Our Holy Father Pope Francis)

Urbi et Orbi message for 
Easter Sunday from Pope Francis 

Campaign by SIGNIS Malaysia 
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#COVID-19 - SIGNIS Malaysia

Fr. Anand Mathew IMS is a member of Indian 
Missionary Society and a member of SIGNIS 
India. He is also a social activist who have 
taken up many human rights issues to the 
notice of various governments in India. The 
contribution of Fr. Anand and his team in 
Varanasi to the most vulnerable section of the 
society during the Corona Virus pandemic 
lockdown period is highly commendable. 
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#COVID-19
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Prayer for Humanity

Expressing his hopes for a vaccine against the corona virus, Pope 

Francis also gave his support to an interreligious day of prayer and 

fasting for an end to the pandemic.

After reciting the ‘Regina Coeli’ prayer on May 3rd, Pope Francis said 

he supported the call of the Higher Committee of Human Fraternity 

because ‘Prayer is a universal value’.

The day of ‘Prayer for Humanity,’ which is set to take place on May 14, 

will be an opportunity for all believers ‘to pray, fast and do works of 

charity’ he said. Expressing his closeness to the victims of COVID-19, 

as well as those entrusted with their care, Pope also encouraged co-

operation between countries to ‘adequately and effectively’ respond to 

the crisis.

“It is important to bring together scientific capacities, in a transparent 

and impartial way, to find vaccines and treatments and to guarantee 

universal access to essential technologies that will enable every 

infected person, in every part of the world, to receive the necessary 

health care,” Pope Francis said.

 Fr. Philip Sudhakar, a member of SIGNIS Tamil Nadu along 

with his team has been distributing food materials for the poor 

families relentlessly during the lockdown period in Dindugul 

District, Tamil Nadu.

Fr.Qaisar Feroz with his SIGNIS Pakistan team distributed 

Ration to the most needy daily wagers. More than 200 families 

were helped during the lockdown declared due to the 

Coronavirus pandemic.

Prayer for Humanity
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Radio Salesian & Salesian TV YouTube Channel
 Offer North Bengal University Subjects

In the wake of extended and potentially prolonged lock down due to 
corona virus pandemic, Radio Salesian and Salesian TV offer 
broadcast and podcast lessons prepared for the syllabus of University 
of North Bengal's (NBU) Under Graduate and Post Graduate 
programmes. Radio Salesian 90.8 FM - the Voice of the Hills - 
established in 2016 is the only college campus radio of North Bengal 
and entire Northeast India. 

The virtual launch of 'Radio Edu Pods' - the mass education project for 
college students - an initiative of Radio Salesian 90.8 FM and Salesian 
TV was held, on 01 May 2020 in the virtual presence of NBU Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Subires Bhattacharyya, NBU Registrar Dr. Dilip Kumar 
Sarkar, NBU Secretary of Under Graduate Council Dr Nupur Das and 
Principal of Salesian College Sonada/Siliguri Dr. Father George 
Thadathil.

The radio lessons are available with free access 24x7 on Salesian TV 
YouTube Channel from 01 May 2020. The Monday to Friday 6 pm 
Radio broadcast on 90.8 FM and web transmissions at 6.00 p.m. and 
6.00 a.m. on ''Listen2MyRadio'' App will start from 04 May 2020.''This 
no-cost mode of teaching and learning which reaches maximum 
number of students at any given time is offered by faculty members of 

Virtual launch of ‘Radio Edu Pods’ by Principal Dr. (Father) George Thadathil

NBU colleges,'' says Director of Radio Salesian and HoD of 
Journalism & Mass Communication Father C. M. Paul inviting 
NBU faculty members to keep sending lessons for as many topics 
as possible.

Departments currently featured in Salesian TV YouTube Channel 
are: English, Bengali, Mass Communication, Sociology, History, 
Philosophy and B.Voc. More subjects and lessons will be 
available in the coming days..

''The digital technology of using radio lessons on 'Salesian TV' 
YouTube channel which allows 24x7 access of the lessons, is a  
boon to student community both in the hills and plains,'' said Dr. 
Thadathil who is also the president of All India Association of 
Christian Higher Education complimenting Radio Salesian and 
Salesian TV Teams in offering this technology to faculty and 
student community which has suffered suspension of classes 
since 16 March 2020.

''The procedure of preparing lessons for radio is very simple,'' 
explains Radio Salesian Programme Director RJ Samir, 
explaining, ''all you have to do is to keep the lessons simple and 
focussed, short and crisp, breaking it down to modules of 10 to 15 
minutes duration and record it on a mobile phone's digital 
recorder.''. 
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He further adds, ''The secret of getting a clean and perfect audio is to 
record the entire lesson in a closed room (bedroom) which has curtains 
and minimum of ambient noise.'’

''In the plains, the summer heat and swirling noise of the fan will 
definitely affect audio quality, hence it is advisable to record in a quiet 
and cool corner,'' suggests RJ Samir.

The recorded audio file could be sent on WhatsApp number 
8918343658 to RJ Samir for packaging and broadcast.

There are 64 colleges (Darjeeling-Kalimpong-30, Jalpaiguri-16, Cooch 
Bihar-4, Alipurduar-12, Uttar Dinajpur-2) affiliated to NBU offering 169 
courses in 11 streams with some 30 faculty departments and 20 
specializations. 

Some 1.13 lakhs NBU students are spread over both the hills and 
plains of 6 districts of North Bengal. departments and 20 
specializations. Some 1.13 lakhs NBU students are spread over both 
the hills and plains of 6 districts of North Bengal.

- By Fr C. M. Paul 
 

Hearty Congratulations!

Mr. Sumit Dhanraj of SIGNIS India completes the   
‘Certificate in Compassion and Social Communication’ - Caring for our Common Home, 

Laudato Si Global Fellowship Programme for Young Media Professionals
 of SIGNIS World in Collaboration with Xavier University, Bhubaneswar, India

 held at the University.
Hearty congratulation to all the Fellows and the Organisers for the successful completion

of the programme. 
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Hearty congratulations to Fr. Paulinus Myat Kyaing,
the new President of SIGNIS Myanmar!

Hearty Congratulations to Seungwal Francis Kim,
the New President of SIGNIS Korea!

Fr. Paulinus was ordained as a Priest in May 2010 and he belongs 
to fter his ordination, Father the Archdiocese of Yangon.  A
Paulinus was appointed as the Assistant Parish Priest at St. 
Michael's Church in the Archdiocese of Yangon. Later he was 
appointed as the Dean of a minor seminary. 

For over five years, Fr. Paulinus worked as the Coordinator of Radio 
veritas Asia's local language service (Myanmar Service). In 2019, 
he returned to Myanmar and continued to work as the local 
coordinator for Radio Veritas Asia's Myanmar-language service, 
producing a weekly program on interfaith dialogue and justice and 
peace.

Fr. Paulinus was known for creating more space for the listeners 
when he worked in RV to express their thoughts. He received 
thousands of letters from listeners in Myanmar. Most of their 
stories were about people's struggle and faith. There were also 
letters of thanks from those who experienced change in their lives 
as the result of his radio programmes.

SIGNIS Asia feels proud to have Fr. Paulinus as the President of 
SIGNIS Myanmar and wishes him a fruitful and an enjoyable 
tenure in office. We also thank Fr. Mariano for his incredible 
service rendered to people of Myanmar during his tenure as the 
SIGNIS Myanmar President. We wish Fr. Mariano every success in 
all his endeavours.

.  

Seungwal Francis Kim is an experienced and exceptional 
Radio Professional from Korea. 

He worked as the Radio Producer in MBC (Munhwa 
Broadcasting Corporation) for 29 long years (1983-2012) 
producing radio documentaries, radio dramas, radio music 
shows, entertainment programmes, Korean folklore 
programmes, special programmes and events. 

From 2012 onwards he has been functioning as an 
independent radio producer and visiting professor at Inha 
University, Seoul, Korea. He has authored five books on the 
topics, Radio documentary, Radio Recipe, Radio program 
Format, Radio Vocation and Production and Usage of Audio 
Contents in the Digital Era. 

He won the prestigious ABU Award (Asian and Pacific 
Broadcasting Union Grand Prize Award ) five times for his 
radio programmes from 1991 to 2007.

He was also presented the 'Radio France Hunting of Sound' 
First Prize of sound creature in 2000 and 'Korean Broadcasting 
Prize' eight times from 1990 to 2012.

Currently Kim serves as the Treasurer of SIGNIS Asia. We 
wish Kim a very interesting tenure in office as the President of 
SIGNIS Korea!
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A four day workshop on Mobile Journalism (MoJou) was held from 
9-12 October 2019 in Indore, organised by Satprakashan Sanchar 
Kendra. 

The resource persons, Sister Ganga Rawat SSpS, Fr. John Paul 
SVD and Fr. Antony Swamy SVD conducted the sessions on 'Basic 
elements of news and Journalism' on the first day. 

The workshop was inaugurated by Fr. Johny D'Souza SVD, the 
Provincial Superior of India Central Province. 'Mobile journalism is 
the need of the hour. Our youth can share thousands of creative 
ideas with the people through this gadget besides using it for 
chatting and seeing videos' said Fr. Johny during his inaugural 
address. 

The well-known blogger and journalist, Prakash Hindustani 
addressed the participants on 'Journalism in the age of new 
Media'. While appreciating the use of the old model of 
communication such as telephone, computer, letter writing and 
camera, he said 'Mobile has made an ordinary man into a 
worldwide reporter, thanks to mobile journalism'. He said by 2020, 
around 5 billion people will be using smart phones of whom, 
around 99.5% will be watching videos online.

Bapu Parmar, a renowned journalist who runs his own newspaper 
'Masi Akbar' spoke briefly on his vocation.  Shruti Agarwal, a well-
known journalist spoke on 'faith, scripting, voice over, scanning 
and anchoring'. She also shared her experience on social media. 
She said, 'we need to be sensitive with regard to social directives, 
relevance, timeliness, appropriate headlines, credibility and the 

Mobile Journalism (MoJou) Workshop 
by Satprakashan Sanchar Kendra 

timing for reading news on social media'. 

Sr. Ganga Rawat SSpS spoke on photo caption and power 
point presentation on the third day. As part of practical 
exercises, the participants were asked to prepare a model 
newspaper in groups based on the knowledge and skills 
gained on journalism during the workshop. They were later 
presented and evaluated by the guest speakers. They lauded 
the participants' creativity and involvement. 

Fr. Antony Swamy SVD led a discussion on 'Video and photo 
editing' on the fourth day. He taught the participants on how 
to edit and present photos and videos through Kine Master 
and Canva applications. The highlight of the day was the 
session on 'Use of mobile to publish and earn money' by 
Arjun Riccharia. He shared about earning income through 
Facebook and Youtube through application of our creative 
mind.  

Most Rev. Chacko Thottumarickal SVD, the Chief guest for 
the valedictory function appealed to the participants to 
introspect over 'fake news and paid news' and our 
responsibility to spread truth, values and justice through 
mobile journalism. He also stressed the need for more such 
courses for youngsters in the future. He also presented 
certificates to the participants. 'We learnt a lot from this 
workshop and it has equipped us well to spread truth 
through mobile journalism' said the participants with a deep 
sense of satisfaction and joy.  

- Rev. Dr. John Paul SVD, 
President, 

Indore Christian Media Forum.

.   
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Media Training for Youth and Families
A media training for youth and families titled 'Faith Witnessing role of 

Christian Youth and Families' was organized by Sat Sewa Sanchar 

(Commission for Mass Media and Communications), Diocese of 

Jalandhar in collaboration with SIGNIS from 10 -13, October, 2019 at 

Gnanodaya Pastoral Centre, Chogitti, Jalandhar.

Around fifty youth and media professionals from Jalandhar, Ludhiana, 

Hoshiarpur, Batala, Kotkaputa, Adampur and Kapurthala along with 

the TV staff of Prathana Bawan actively participated in the 

programme. 

The four day workshop focussed primarily on training the Christian 

Youth and Families on ‘New and Mass Media Technologies’. The 

resource persons for the workshop were Dr. Norbert Herman SVD, Dr. 

Martin Sadiq, Prof. Sumit Dhanraj, Mr. Sanjay Bharti and Mr. Rakesh 

Ojha.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Agnelo Rufino Gracias, the Apostolic Administrator of the 

Diocese of Jalandhar spoke about the importance of communication 

and media technologies and made an appeal to the youngsters to use 

social and digital media appropriately during his inaugural address. 

While highlighting the relevance of the World Communication Day 

message, “We are members one of another – from social network 

communities to the human community”, he also spoke about the 

Church documents 'Ethics in Internet' and 'The Church and Internet'.

Fr. Dr. Martin Sadiq, Director of Sat Sewa Sanchar spoke on 

career guidance in the field of social media, digital media, film 

making, photography and marketing.  The Prathana Bhawan TV 

staffs were given special directions for producing quality and 

relevant programmes.

Prof. Sumit Dhanraj, a communication and media trainer, spoke 

on 'Digital and Social media', focussing on their use and abuse, 

advantages and disadvantages, in our daily life. He also spoke 

about fake news in detail and its consequences. 

He highlighted the importance of 'fact checking, preventive 

measures, sharing true information and self-control over 

forwarding irrelevant messages'. Participants were also exposed 

to news reporting, article writing for newspapers, magazines and 

websites. 

Fr. Dr. Norbert Herman SVD, Director of Maitri Sadan, Udaipur 

and the Vice- President, SIGNIS India shared on how to dedicate 

one's life to the Church ministry while remaining responsible in 

their families. Being a singer and musician, Fr. Norbert sang 

songs and enthused youth with his mesmerizing voice. He 

inspired them to work for the Church and the poor. He also 

shared about SIGNIS history and invited them to become SIGNIS 

members. 
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Mr. Sanjay Bhartri, a Delhi based film director and script writer  shared 

techniques of film making and editing. He vividly explained about 

script writing, screen-play, dialogue writing, shooting films using HD 

cameras and smart phones.

The Technical Head of Doordarshan, New Delhi, Mr. Rakesh Kumar 

Ohja demonstrated on how to handle a Camera when shooting for TV 

serials and films. He also explained the operational procedures for 

DSLR and HD Cameras. His rich field experiences were a treat to the 

participants.

 

With an aim to gain practical experiences, participants were divided 

into smaller groups and asked to perform stage dramas and produce 

short films. This activity enabled the participants to get in-depth 

knowledge and hands-on experience in production besides helping 

them to identify their hidden talents. 

The productions were duly awarded by the jury. The resource persons 

clarified all the doubts raised by the participants related to writing 

skills, social media, digital platform, mobile films and editing.

'We benefited a lot from the programme and now it is our turn to serve 

the people at large through our value based productions' said the 

participants filled with confidence and courage during the concluding 

ceremony. The participants were awarded certificates. Young people 

can truly contribute a lot to Church and the society!
-Prof. Sumit Dhanraj,

 Trainer, Communications & Media 

Dear Dr.Magi, thank you for the SAF newsletter. Well done. 

Congratulations!

Rui Muakandala,

SIGNIS President, Timor Leste

Wow! Great work Magi and team ! SAF was inspiring and 
enlightening. It speaks volumes in a nut shell. Lots of 
activities motivate us to move forward. Keep it up.

M.D.Vincent

SIGNIS – Andhra Pradesh.

Dear Dr. Magi, Greetings of Peace !

Thank you and your team for the great Media Mission. I went 

through the ‘Information filled SAF’. I appreciate your 

dedicated service to SIGNIS Family. God bless you !.

Rev. Dr. David Arockiam, 

CEO, Madha TV - India.

Dear Dr. Magimai,

I appreciate the great work and effort put in by you and your 

team in producing the SIGNIS Asia Focus newsletter. It is an 

outstanding newsletter carrying various news from all over 

Asia. I am regularly updated about the activities of SIGNIS 

and its collaborators around the world. Congrats!

Prof. Sumit Dhanraj, Indore.

Thank you for your hard work! Great job!
Fr. Anucha Joseph, 
SIGNIS Asia President, Thailand
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President : Fr. Joseph Anucha (Thailand)
Vice President : Dr. Magimai Pragasam (India)
Secretary  : Ms. Bernedetta Widiandajani (Indonesia)
Treasurer  : Mr. Francis Kim Seung-wal (Korea)
Members  : Mr. Mac (Japan)

                       Ms. Adeline James (Malaysia)

Mr. Francisco Lio (Macau)
Fr. Lal Pushpadewa (Sri Lanka)
Ms. Bernadetta Widiandajani (Indonesia)

Cinema
Mac

Television
Francis Kim Seung-wal

Radio
Bernadetta Widiandajani

Journalism  
Adeline James
Digital Media

Fr. Joseph Anucha
Media Education & COMMlab Asia

Dr. Magimai Pragasam

His Grace Isao Kikuchi and SIGNIS Japan President Itaru

A Note from the Editor
Dear SIGNIS Friends, 

Greetings!
Thanks to all SIGNIS friends for your support and cooperation, we 
see yet another edition of SAF! COVID 19 is posing severe threats 
to humanity and the world is responding well to all the challenges. 

SIGNIS members too in collaboration with other like-minded 
organisations are engaged in humanitarian activities and you can 
find a few examples in this issue. The role of Communicators is 
crucial at this juncture. Misunderstanding of important information 
from the health experts and authorities can lead to huge human 
losses.

Kindly share information about your responses with pictures so that 
all of us can be inspired and informed. Kindly encourage young 
people to write about their experiences and let their ideas be heard 
by all. Looking forward to your continued support and cooperation,
Warm regards,

Dr. Magimai Pragasam,
Editor, SIGNIS Asia Focus.

Welcome to SIGNIS WORLD MEDIA EDUCATION DESK PLATFORM
www.signismedudesk.org 

HOME ABOUT US PROJECTS TOOLS TRAINING ACADEMIC OFFER CONTACT 

 Español

GLOBAL NETWORK FOR MEDIA EDUCATION (GNME)

USERS 

Português Français 
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Dr. A. Magimai Pragasam

Editorial Board
Ms. Bernedetta Widiandajani (Indonesia)

Mr. Francis Kim Seung-wal (Korea)
Mr. Mac (Japan)

Ms. Adeline James (Malaysia)

SIGNIS Asia Focus is an E-Newsletter of SIGNIS ASIA which 
is published four times a year (July, October, January and 
April from Chennai, India. Members are kindly requested to 
share News and Views, programmes and productions in 
SIGNIS ASIA FOCUS. Kindly send your materials to 
<magimai2005@gmail.com>
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