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SIGNIS ASIA organise Webinar on
'COVID-19 and the Role of Media'

The SIGNIS Asia Webinar on 'COVID-19: The Role of
Media and Communications, and Moving Beyond' was
held on 18-19, November 2020 via online zoom.

The objective of the webinar was to study the impact of
COVID-19 on the poor and vulnerable, role of media and
communications, learn from our prevention and
rehabilitation activities, and explore the possibilities of
converting challenges into opportunities.

Around 120 members from 20 countries participated in the
webinar. Disaster Management experts, social scientists
and activists, media professionals and theologians were
invited as speakers. Dr. Magimai Pragasam, the VicePresident of SIGNIS Asia was the Coordinator of this
Webinar, supported by Fr. Anucha. the President,
Widiandajani, the Secretary, Francis Kim, the Treasurer
and the members, Mac Machida, and Adeline James.

'The COVID-19 has affected the lives and livelihoods of
millions of people in Asia, and the worst affected are the
poor, migrants, Dalits, tribal communities, minorities, elderly,
women, children, palliative care patients, guest workers and
the differently abled' said, Prof. Vinod Chandra Menon, the
founder member of National Disaster Management
Authority, Government of India in his opening address.
'Loss of jobs, salary cuts, partial payment, terminations, the
myth of work from home, lack of access to important needs
such as health care, education, social protection, food
security, violence against women and children, depression,
trauma and suicidal tenancies are some of the crucial issues
faced by the people as the direct result of COVID-19' asserted
Prof. Menon.He further added that 'the impact on the
employment of migrant workers in the Asia Pacific

In her message, Ms. Helen Osman, the President of
SIGNIS World said, 'as the Body of Christ, the Church has
been a beacon of true hope, a courageous witness of love
in action. For us, there is no 'social dilemma'. Instead, for
us, social media presents another opportunity to be the
voice of the voiceless, as our patron St. Oscan Romero, so
eloquently said. Let us not only be the microphones for
God, but also smart phone users for God and His people'.
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countries is estimated to be remittance losses ranging from
USD 31.4 billion to USD 54.3 billion'. While emphasising on
people's participation in decision making processes, he
exhorted that 'we need to strive for social, physical,
electoral, emotional, and digital inclusion of common
people'.

While addressing on the 'Role of Media', noted
journalist Varghese V Joseph said that misinformation is
worse than the disease itself. He pointed out the contrasting
behaviour of the media, its misplaced priorities, engineered
content, and denial to access real data. He emphasized on
the need for evidence-based media training, right use of
media and collaboration with UN in addressing the issues.

Dr. Richard, the Country Director of Caritas Myanmar said,
'we need to reach out to people with courage, hope and
commitment.’ He added, ‘collaboration with all actors is the
key'.

Fr. Cedric Prakash, the well-known social activist and
journalist appealed to the media professionals to raise right
questions at right context, saying, 'Communication is always
contextual and cannot alienate reality.' He also said that
every social actor must be 'Critical, creative, courageous,
collaborative and committed'.

The International Disaster Consultant Mr. Aloysius James
said that the millennium development goals are kept aside
and nearly 150 million will be pushed to extreme poverty
soon.

SIGNIS Asia members Fr. Qaisar Feroz from Pakistan, Fr.
Anand Mathew IMS, Fr. Francis Guntipilly SJ, from India, Fr.
Anthonio Lalu from Indonesia, Fr. Hiroshi Katayanagi SJ from
Japan, Ms. Helena Choi and Romulus Lee from South Korea,
Mr. Adrian Pereira and Terence Charles from Malaysia, and
Fr. Paul Samasumo from Rome shared about their learning
from COVID related interventions.

He said, 'during this pandemic period, millions of people
were denied human dignity and human rights'. He
appealed to all actors to uphold the rights and humanitarian
needs of the marginalised while addressing the COVID
issues.
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Rev. Dr. XD Selvaraj, the noted Theologian from India said,
'Everything is interrelated and interconnected in the
universe and the disasters of this nature are the symptoms of
imbalances in social order. We need to strike a 'balance' by
empowering people and creating a culture of peace focused
on equality and social justice'.

While Fr. Qaisar questioned the actions of some groups
which used COVID for religious conversions, Fr. Anand
Mathew shared on the power of united action in
addressing the needs of the vulnerable. Fr. Francis talked
about the importance of initiating concrete and well
planned action to achieve the purpose, and Fr. Katayanagi
focused on using social media with the messages of peace
and hope.

The delegates spent nearly four and a half hours a day on all
three days. The last day was meant for business sessions
which included the sharing of country reports, screening
committee reports, desk reports and sharing on SIGNIS
World Assembly to be held in 2022 in South Korea.

The actions of Korean Church through Television were
explained by Helena and of Lee. While Adrian shared on
how migrants' issues were addressed, Terence shared on
the launch of an awareness campaign to contain COVID-19
in Malaysia.

The three-day event concluded on 20th with the message
by the World President Ms. Helen Osman and the final
remarks and blessing by Fr. Joseph Anucha, the President
of SIGNIS Asia.
-Dr. Magi.

Pope Francis' initiatives to spread Peace and Hope to the
suffering masses all over the world was well expressed by
Fr. Paul Samasumo, the Chief of Vatican Radio from Rome.
Discussing on 'Post COVID Scenario' Rev. Dr. Anthony Le
Duc SVD of Thailand said, ' it is reasonable to think that
church leaders who have befriended social media during
the COVID-19 will continue to explore other ways to
incorporate this digital technology into their work, in
particular their communication with people inside and
outside of their religious community'.
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Being the Voice of the Voiceless in
an era of surveillance capitalism
Helen Osman
President,
SIGNIS World Board of Directors

watching the documentary “A Social Dilemma,” I was struck
by how the young software engineers were struggling with
the negative aspects of what they had created.

I am most grateful for this
opportunity to be with you!
Last year I was able to be
with you in person, in India.
That was a beautiful and
memorable experience for
me, and I am sad I can't be
there with you in person.

They were dismayed with the negative impact of their work.
For instance, the engineer who helped create the “like”
function on Facebook, said he is saddened by how that
function has negatively affected so many young girls' selfesteem. It never occurred to the inventors, he said, that
people would use this to hurt others.

As I began, may I repeat, I am most grateful for this
opportunity to be with you, even if it is so early in the
morning for me! And yet, perhaps that is symbolic for us –
even as the entire universe is God's creation, we rejoice
that we are united across the world in our common creed
and in our common vocation as communicators! So as the
sun sets on your day, I am seeing its light come through my
window!

Apparently, there was no real attempt to reflect upon the
moral or ethical implications of their creation. Indeed, many
of them might have balked at the idea of considering what
they were doing as being co-creators with God.
I wish to suggest that all of us are suffering from the results of
their agnostic approach to their work.

Today, I'd like to reflect with you on another aspect of
God's creation – technology, something which we have cocreated with God – which also allows us to express our
unity.

As SIGNIS, we understand our role as co-creators with God.
We proclaim we are about building a culture of peace,
following in the witness of Saint Oscar Romero. That is not
just a mere slogan, but a way of life for us. It is our calling, our
vocation.

We know there are many challenges to how some people
use technology, including those who manipulate it for their
own gain at the expense of others. It is important and
necessary for us, as communication professionals who
work within a framework of the dignity of every human
being, to challenge those who reduce our humanity to a
commodity. Their goal is to make a profit not just from our
use of digital channels, but to increase that profit by
actually modifying and manipulating our behavior.

As such, we must recognize that we have a unique role in
offering a moral framework for how digital media should be
used for the common good.
I am sorry I have not been able to participate in your rich
discussions over the course of your Assembly. But I know
you are addressing how both immoral and amoral
approaches to communications are failing us. The toll of
misinformation about the pandemic is a terrible loss of life,

If you have not already seen “A Social Dilemma,” or read
about surveillance capitalism, I encourage you to do so. In
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on aid agencies and health care institutions.
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and promotion of the common good? Or are they inward
focused?
As the Body of Christ, the Church has been a beacon of true
hope, a courageous witness of love in action. For us, there is
no “social dilemma.” Instead, for us, social media presents
another opportunity to be the voice of the voiceless, as our
patron St. Oscar Romero, so eloquently said. Let us not only
be microphones for God, but also smart phone users for God
and his people!

Some say the solution is to condemn the digital platforms.
Get off Facebook, they say, or we are encouraged to create
“safe” channels. May I suggest that those options are
available to some, that is not a solution which we, as
missionaries on the digital Continent, can accept in good
conscience.
Instead, we should consider the challenge Pope Francis
presents to us in Fratellit Tutti: “We need constantly to
ensure that present-day forms of communication are in fact
guiding us to generous encounter with others, to honest
pursuit of the whole truth, to service, to closeness to the
underprivileged and to the promotion of the common
good.” (#205)
As Catholic communicators, we begin in looking at our
own organization. Are we generous in our encounters with
one another? Does our leadership represent the entire
Church, especially women and lay men?
Are we honest in our pursuit of the whole truth, even when
that means we must accept and acknowledge our own
sinfulness? Are our goals and strategic plans oriented
toward service to others, closeness to the underprivileged
SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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Radio Desk

The SIGNIS Asia Radio Desk in conjunction with the
SIGNIS Radio Desk, will be hosting the first SIGNIS
Catholic International Radio Encounter, in February 2022
in Sri Lanka, with the theme, “Engaging Youth for a
Dynamic Radio, Uniting Asia and the World.” Various
SIGNIS' international radio experts will come together at
this forum to share their experiences and learn from each
other. A key feature will be the participation of a select
group of young people from every continent. Officials from
the Dicastery of Communication will also be invited to
participate in this gathering.

Youth from SIGNIS Africa, Asia, Latin America & the
Caribbean, Europe, North America & the Pacific Regions will
be invited to join the competition. Apart from cash prizes for
the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and, 4th places, the winner(s) will be
sponsored to attend the International Radio Contest in Sri
Lanka in 2022. The podcasts will be made available for
broadcast on Vatican Radio.
* SIGNIS is not responsible for any copyright related issues.
Entries will be accepted until the end of June, 2021
Kindly forward to: signisradioteam@gmail.com
Prizes are as follows:
1st Place: 2,000 dólares – A trip to the Internacional
Encounter in Sri Lanka in February, 2022
2nd Place: 1,500 dólares
3rd Place: 1,000 dólares
4th Place: 750 US dólares
5th Place: 500 US dólares

In order to generate interest amongst young people, a
decision was made to hold the Youth Podcast Competition
2021. For this contest, participants will be asked to submit
1-3 minute podcasts on Pope Francis' recent Encyclical
“Fratelli Tutti: On fraternity and social friendship.” This is
also a way to encourage youth to read the document. All
podcasts must be submitted with a synopsis in English,
and they must have the recommendation or approval of
their SIGNIS Country President.
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Bridging People and Nations during Pandemic

SIGNIS Asia TV Virtual Conference 2021 will be held on May12-14, 2021.

In this context, if we share our experiences and knowhow on
utilizing TV for better communication, it would be
extremely beneficial for all of us. Fortunately, I met Mr.
Romulus Lee of CPBC. Catholic Peace Broadcasting
Corporation or CPBC which is a Catholic media group in
Korea that has Cable TV, Radio, and Newspaper. Mr. Lee is
Chief of Content Headquarters in CPBC. He and I decided to
build a new model of virtual conference for SIGNIS Asia TV
Desk by using Zoom as well as YouTube.

Each human being is like
an island, a solitary being.
Though people are
divided, most of them are
connected with one another
by bridges of love, trust, and
relationships.
But these bridges are easy to collapse due to the impact of
selfishness, hate, and distrust. We had lost numerous
bridges owing to the effect of COVID-19 all over the world.
Many people have been left alone in their own countries.

For the preparation of the conference, SATV Desk
established a core team, that consists of Augustine from
Singapore, Bernardo from the Philippines, Fr. Lalu from
Indonesia, Melisa from Malaysia, Romulus, Helena from
Korea, Lyka from the Philippines, and Suman from Nepal. We
have held Zoom meetings five times since 2020. We also held
a preparation meeting with SATV members on Feb. 3, 2021
and finalized the proposal of SATV Virtual Conference.

The pandemic has brought about several changes in the
field of communication in the society and the most
important has been the shift from face-to-face live
communication to virtual communication styles. This has
increased the digital divide in the society. Those who have
digital devices can benefit from virtual conferences while
the poor look forward to the help from the government.
The ones who can freely use digital devices can enjoy
virtual communication, while those who cannot take
advantage of digital devices can't appreciate virtual
communication at all. Naturally, digi-phobic people have
become more isolated. And because of the polarization of
information, the socially disadvantaged have become
weaker, and the isolated persons are further sidelined.
Under these circumstances, the media, especially TV, have
played an important roles for both people and churches. As
people can easily access TV, this medium can be fully
utilized as the means of communication. When we can't
have the mass in churches owing to strict pandemic
measures, the television has made mass services possible.
If we want to listen to Catechism, we can do so on TV.
Additionally, we can utilize the TV to enhance information
dissemination among people.

SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021

The SIGNIS Asia TV Virtual Conference 2021 will be held
from May 12 to 14 ( 6pm Bangkok time, GMT +7) to 8pm
(GMT+9). We will broadcast the conference at the CPBC
studio using Zoom. Moreover, we can utilize the facilities
and manpower of CPBC. It will be aired live on YouTube.
Some edited programs of the conference will also be
broadcast on the CPBC Channel after the event.
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SWC 2022 Prayer

Prayer for SIGNIS
World Congress 2022

The theme is “Bridging Over the Pandemic- Invitation to a
New Catholic Communication”. We are inviting Cardinal
Antonio Tagle from the Philippines, Paolo Ruffini from
Vatican, Cardinal Charles Muang Bo from Myanmar, and
Lisa Bhajan from Trinity TV as the speakers. Thirteen
presenters among our SATV members will share their
experience and insights, furthermore seeking suitable
ways to work together. The presenter who wins first place
will be given a prize money with a trophy. Consequently,
SIGNIS TV professionals will have the opportunity to work
with CPBC in the future.

O God, by your Word, You have created
the universe and sent us Our Savior.
We thank You, God, for summoning us
in spreading the good news through mass
communication.
O God, as we embark on this endeavor
under the theme 'Peace in the Digital World,’
we ask that You lead the SIGNIS World
Congress 2022 so that it may send
the message of peace to the world.

Anyone from any part of the world can join the conference
via YouTube as well as Zoom. Any participant can add
suggestion through text live. By joining our conference, you
are bridging societies, cultures and counties. We are united
even during this pandemic. You will be part of this bridge!

Also, let the light shine upon us as we prepare
for the Congress, and we ask that
You provide us with those who may offer
their prayers, services, and generous contributions.

By Seung-wal Francis Kim
(Chair of SIGNIS Asia TV Desk)

Let all those engaged in the media industry
become communicators of culture
promoting peace and help all those
around the world.
We pray that all communications on
Earth may help reveal Your glory and sow the gift of
peace. Amen.
Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace Pray for us.
Saint Oscar Romero Pray for us.
Saint Andrew Taegon Kim and all the
Martyr Saints of Korea Pray for us.
(This prayer has been approved by Seoul Archdiocese
and SIGNIS World Executives)

SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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Peace be with you. (John 20:19)

CPBC, Romulus
SouthLee Korea
Chief of Content, Headquarters, CPBC

We are working on proclaiming the gospel to the world
through TV, radio, newspapers and new media. There are
about 140 employees and the company building is located in
Seoul, Myungdong.

I am very happy to take
this opportunity to introduce
CPBC to you.
CPBC stands for Catholic
Peace Broadcasting
Corporation, the only
Catholic broadcasting and
newspaper station in Korea
since 1988.

In addition, we own channels on YouTube with around
2,30,000 subscribers and other new video services on OTT.
Last year was a very special year for us. As you know, from
the beginning of 2020, under the influence of COVID-19,
people all over the world began to ponder a new life
paradigm. South Korea confirmed the first case of infection
in February, much earlier than other countries, and the
Korean government has implemented a quick response with
strong measures for the infection prevention.

The word 'Peace' in our company's name is a gift from
Christ to us.
Those who named our company for the first time probably
chose peace, the most important keyword of Christian
faith, and also thought about the direction of Catholic
broadcasting in the divided country of Korea. Over the past
33 years, the members of the CPBC have created and
delivered numerous contents and articles to spread the
peace of Christ on this land.

In order to curb the spread of the virus, the Catholic Church
of Korea, for the first time in its history of 236 years, stopped
masses in all parishes.
The decision of the Catholic Church of Korea to live up to the
Korean government's response system for preventing spread
of the virus has hurt believers' religious lives.

The ideology of CPBC is to live, follow, and embody in us
Jesus Christ, our Savior who interlink God with man, and
people with people, to proclaim good news and live in
Peace of Christ on earth. [from the CPBC's ideology]

The community-based religious activities have been
restricted, and the pastoral care in front line is struggling to
find new alternatives.

Korea is a country where various religions coexist and there
have been no major conflicts for a long time. Eleven percent
of Koreans are Catholics. We run a comprehensive media
company that is never smaller than Protestantism or
Buddhism, which has a higher percentage of believers than
Catholicism. We have been seeking a path to symbiosis by
maintaining active cooperation with broadcasters of other
religions and co-producing public-interest contents.

The Broadcasting has been spot-lighted as an alternative to
support people's religious life and pastoral care of church. In
this scenario CPBC acted responsibly reporting news and
producing programs to support the sustenance of people's
religious life through media.

'CPBC TV' broadcasts nationwide through cable TV, IPTV, satellite broadcasting, etc.
It broadcasts 24 hours a day and produces about 45 new programs every week.

SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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'CPBC FM' is headquartered in Seoul and has four local countries : Daejeon, Daegu, Gwangju, and Busan.

'Catholic Pyunghwa Sinmun(Catholic Peace Newspaper)' is distributed to readers across the country
once a week with vast and deep-seated Catholic news in Korea.
As a result, the viewer ratings have doubled and
viewership increased to five times more than usual. It
received a lot of attention, love, and support from people.
And it was an opportunity for us to live up to their
expectation and increase our commitment as media
apostles.
Now we face new mission, "connections". Pope Francis
keeps emphasizing over this mission often and the world
keeps demanding more from us.
With renewed spirit we will work harder and cooperate
with media apostles around the world to communicate
and spread the Gospel to all sections of the society.
So... 'Peace' be with You !

SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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Cinema Desk

SIGNIS ASIA Cinema Desk TOT on Cine Literacy
Mac Machida,
ACD Coordinator, SIGNIS ASIA.

Course Content:
1. Image literacy, how do we make pictures
2. Techniques of making of images at all platforms
3. Composition of frames, convergence of all media such as
drama, music, photography and dance
4. Cine Literacy: Definition, need and its relevance in Asia
and Globe.
5. How it can be imparted in schools with a well-prepared
lesson plans, tools and strategies.
6. How to encourage learning, critical understanding,
writing, speaking, listening, debating and conversing
about cinema
7. Film appreciation. Film language and film reviews
8. How children and young can use cinema as a vehicle to
get insights, develop their creativity and how to benefit
from it for the good of the society
9. Model lessons.

Cineliteracy is the name we give to the area of study that
involves the interpretation of film. The study of film is very
significant today as a large amount of the information
students are required to process is visual.
It is the understanding and appreciation of cinema and of
the grammar of the moving image; the ability to analyse
and evaluate films critically and competently
Cinema plays a fundamental role in building our identities
because it shows our culture and impacts our life.

Duration:

If young people experience film education with
consistency and progression, films can create positive and
better impact in their lives.

Phase One: 5 days (3 hours each day, totalling 15 hours)
Before Phase two, there will be a three months gap for the
participants to identify a school, parish or an educational
institution to impart cineliteracy to a group of people to gain
practical experience.

A systemic process can build confidence and articulacy in
the life of young people and provide an opportunity for
them to see a wide range of films, to gain a critical
understanding of film and to enjoy the creative activities of
film making.

Phase Two: 5 days ( 3 hours each day, totalling 15 hours)
Participants will discuss on the learning from the
experiences. They will document all the insights, and
prepare a long time plan. They will be also building a local
team to continue cineliteracy initiatives on a long-term
basis.
The dates will be informed to the Country presidents
shortly. Kindly idenetify the suitable candidates for this
programme. For further information please write to :
Mac (hummingbird-mc2@nifty.com)

During Cineliteracy lessons, students learn how to read the
screen, including the understanding and interpretation of
bias and the impact of digital enhancement and
manipulation.
They then learn how to write the screen in the form of a
script. The script is translated to film and students enjoy
the full production journey – producing, directing, acting,
filming, editing, and promoting their own film.
The proposed training programme will equip the cine
literacy providers, the necessary tools, techniques, and
strategies to impart cine literacy in their respective
institutions.

SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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SIGNIS Asia Media Education Desk
Online Media Education Programme (TOT)
Critical Media Education activities are constantly needed
in the society. Commercialised media productions do not
reflect the reality and they do not focus on the needs of the
people. They side with the rich and the ruling classes..
Many of our members are engaged in 'media education'
activities but we can not deny the fact that we have
different understanding about the concept of media
education.
In order to have better clarity over media education
concepts and to identify creative methodologies to impart
media education, SIGNIS ASIA Media Education Desk is
conducting an online training for our members.

Duration: The programme runs for 10 days with 90 minutes
sessions every day (Total 15 hours).

The programme is meant for SIGNIS National officials,
staff members of National institutions, Diocesan directors,
the staff of communication centres and commissions,
religious congregations engaged in media activities,
teachers and youth leaders.

Methodology: Being an online programme, more AudioVisual aids such as short videos, PPTs will be used. There
will be mini lectures and discussions.
Assignments: At the end of the course, the participants
will make presentations on: 1) summary of learning, 2)
short and long term plans and 3) an evaluation of the course.

From June and October 2020, NISCORT India conducted
three workshop on Media Education for teachers. All the
programmes attracted large number of participants and
the participants found them very useful.

Certificate: On successful completion of the course,
participants will be awarded certificates signed by the
Chair of SIGNIS World Media Education Desk and Chair of
Asia Desk.

Let us make use of this opportunity to equip our members
and teachers with media education strategies. .
Course Content:

The dates will be informed shortly. Kindly encourage
teachers, animators, youth leaders, and religious working
with young people to take part in the programme.

Ÿ History of media education:
Ÿ Inoculation, Transition, Face it on, Media Literacy,
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Educommunication, Media Education and Beyond
Media education.
Advertisements analysis
Violence in Media
Film Evaluation
Social Media
News Analysis and Newswriting
Children and Media
Creative Teaching Methodologies
Digital divide
Media Advocacy

SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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Obituary

Eilers – Doyen of pastoral communication in Asia

The death of Divine Word Father Franz Josef Eilers, is the
end of an era in pastoral communication in Asia,.

The Philippine-province of the Carmelite Order (OCarm)
conferred the award for this category for the first time to
recognize Father Eilers' broad involvement in social
communication.

The German missionary died on January 13 at the age of 89
in Manila, his base in Asia.

Father Eilers was conferred Asian Media, Information and
Communication Centre (AMIC) award June 8, 2018, at
Manipal 'Academy of Higher Education' in Karnataka,
India “for his outstanding contributions in the field of
Church and social communication.”

A great communication luminary, author and teacher,
Father Eilers served as the second executive secretary for
the Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences' Office of
Social Communication. He held the post for 15 years from
1995.

He had written extensively on human and social
communication and developed the concepts of pastoral and
evangelizing Communication which is reflected in an
academic program at the Pontifical University of Santo
Tomas in Manila.

As director of Catholic Media Council (CAMECO) in
Aachen, Germany, and a member of the Pontifical Council
for Social Communication, Fr Eilers contributed richly to
the communication ministry of the Church globally and
Asia in particular, says Father George Plathottam, the
current executive secretary of the FABC office.

His several books on pastoral communications are
considered as standard in the field, including a 632-page
commented edition of all official Vatican documents on
Communication from 1936 to 2014 (Logos, Manila).

Father Eilers has authored several books and scholarly
articles, led the Radio Veritas Asia (RVA) and served as
director for Asian Research Center for Religion and Social
Communication.

Since the 1970s, AMIC is the only professional continental
organization for Asian communication scholars and
professionals which in 2006 began giving the only annual
award to outstanding figures in the field.
- Fr. C.M Paul.

In 2015, Father. Eilers received Titus Brandsma Leadership
in Social Communication Award in a ceremony held at the
Carmelites' Titus Brandsma Media Center (TBMC) in
Quezon City, Philippines.
SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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COVID lessons

Are you choosing a new way or following
the old way differently?

The COVID lessons!

The difference between 'doing and not doing' may be the
same as the difference between 'being and not being'. We
had the SIGNIS Asia Assembly from November 18 to 20,
2020 via Zoom. Though we ran into some difficulties related
to Internet connectivity and time management, we were
able to share our experiences, insights and information very
well and explored various ways to use media effectively
during the pandemic. It was a very meaningful conference
because, the chosen theme was current, relevant and
useful: 'COVID-19 - The Role of Media and
Communications, and Moving Beyond'.

When Covid-19 broke out, SIGNIS Korea faced many
difficulties related to the preparation for the SIGNIS World
Congress 2022. We could not meet together physically to
have face to face discussions. We had no choice but resort to
Zoom meetings, which we have been doing since last
February 2020. We created SNS chat rooms and maintained
our regular communication with SIGNIS World via Zoom. In
addition, we held a series of joint Zoom meetings with the
SIGNIS World Creative Services Team. Thus, we were able to
move on with our set priorities despite the limitations forced
upon us by COVID -19.

SIGNIS Asia Board took a bold decision to go ahead with
the conference and did it in a different way. I am honored to
work with Fr. Anucha, the President of SA, and the other
members. I heartily appreciate their endeavors. I would like
to appreciate Dr. Magi, the Vice-President of SA in a special
way for his contribution. As a media professional with
abundant experience in webinars, he spearheaded the
project along with SAB and the technical team to achieve
the intended objectives.

In this context, let me share the efforts of Korean priests
during the pandemic. During the quarantine period,
confessions were prohibited in the church. But, a priest in
my parish had been holding outdoor confessions alongside
the windy parking lot. The place looked stark but it was
'better than nothing'. Some churches reached out to the
elderly with communion. Another priest personally met
around one thousand parishioners in his parish.

During the SAA 2020, many presenters expressed that they
were able to convert the misfortune generated by COVID-19
into a new opportunity. We might have faced difficulties in
getting the expected result during the pendamic, but many
of us have formed new ways to carry out our activities.
SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021

14

www.signisasia.net

FO CUS
SIGNIS ASIA
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Reaching out to the elderly with communion
But after an year, she underwent a medical check-up again
which showed the formation of new blood vessels around the
blocked blood vessels, which facilitated normal blood flow
through them. This is an extreme case. It was surprising that
the blood itself found a new way around the blocked vessels.

Fr. Kim Ha-jong, who had been running a soup kitchen for
the homeless, began distributing lunch boxes. As the
number of positive cases increased sharply during the
beginning of winter, I asked him, “Isn't it dangerous for you
to distribute food in this situation?” He firmly replied,
“It doesn't make sense if you give up just because it is
dangerous. Jesus Christ loved us to the last. If we stop
loving others because of danger involved, Jesus won't be
delighted. By the spirit of the Martyrs, we must love them to
the last.”

When you travel towards your destination, you may face
hurdles but you need not stop anywhere. You need to find out
a new route. You should opt for a ‘new way’ or else you may
end up by doing the 'old way' differently !
- Seung-wal Francis Kim,
President of SIGNIS Korea.

Certainly, we were not able to do things properly owing to
the pandemic and we have our own reasons. When
someone showed a new path, we expressed our
apprehensions. At times we asked for excuses and focused
on problems more.
Ten years ago, my mother-in-law was suffering from a heart
problem. After diagnosing, doctor told that one of her
coronary arteries had a block. She hesitated to undergo
surgery owing to her old age.

Fr. Kim Ha-Jong distributing lunch boxes
SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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Myanmar

Pope appeals to Myanmar leaders to
serve the common good

Pope Francis expressed his concern over the political
developments in Myanmar where thousands of people are
protesting against the military coup. Pope expressed his
solidarity with the people of Myanmar and appealed to its
leaders to show willingness to serve the common good.
Pope said 'Myanmar is a nation that I carry in my heart
with much affection, ever since my apostolic visit there in
2017. In this delicate moment, I wish to assure my spiritual
closeness, prayer and solidarity to the people of Myanmar.”

Thousands of people are on the streets to express their
anger against the coup and demand the release of their
elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi. The gathering was
bigger than what the country witnessed fourteen years ago
that paved way for democratic reforms. The barricades put
up by the armed police with riot shields could not stop the
demonstration and some marchers even presented police
with flowers as a sign of peace.
In November 2020 election, Suu Kyi's party won a
landslide, but unfortunately, the army commander Min
Aung Hlaing could not accept it. But the election
commission dismissed the allegations of malpractice.
Hundreds of people have been arrested so far by the
military coup.

“I pray that those who have political responsibility show
sincere willingness to serve the common good, promoting
social justice and national stability” and he asked the
faithful to join him in prayer for the nation.

Pope on Myanmar
situation
“I too kneel in the streets of Myanmar and say: End the
violence! I too reach out my arms and say: may dialogue
prevail!”
“Blood does not solve anything. Dialogue must prevail”.
“Ensure that the aspirations of the people of Myanmar are
not stifled by violence.”

“Once again and with great sadness, I feel the urgency to
speak about the tragic situation in Myanmar, where many
people, mostly young people, are losing their lives to give
hope to their country.
SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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Myanmar

Joint Statement of SIGNIS, Pax Christi International and the Focolare
Movement in Solidarity with the People of Myanmar
SIGNIS, the World Catholic Association for
Communication, hears the cry of the courageous Burmese
people as they nonviolently resist the Myanmar military
coup overturning a legitimate and democratic election.

justifying their actions. We call for the protection of
journalists who are arrested and harassed for sharing news
and information on what is happening on the ground with
the rest of the world; instead they should enjoy press
freedom.

We are joined by Pax Christi International and its members
in the Asia-Pacific region who in their statement of
February on the “State of Emergency” in Myanmar already
expressed grave concerns about the situation in the
country. Likewise, the international Focolare movement
unites with us in solidarity with the Burmese people.

We deplore the extreme authoritarianism that saw fit to
trample on the nation's constitution, which in fact
permitted limited democracy while maintaining much of
the armed forces' power. Despite the challenges, Myanmar
was taking its first steps towards democracy, giving people
hope for a new future. This hope should be restored.

Daily, courageous people return to the streets to protest
peacefully even as soldiers beat them and shoot them, of
which many are young people. As a symbol of their protest,
conforming to Burmese custom, a sign of the righteous
anger of the people towards the military can be heard in
the clatter of pots and pans banged together to protect
against evil spirits,

Above all, we listen to the message of the people of
Myanmar: this coup is essentially about overthrowing
them, their will. It is ultimately not about removing political
opponents or supposed public order. It undoes years of
patient work for the fundamental rights of citizens and
crushes tenuous dreams of a free, democratic country.
As Catholic organizations, we join Pope Francis and civil
and religious leaders across the globe who have
condemned the coup and call for “meaningful dialogue” to
restore democracy. Also, we join other organizations in
calling for:
Ÿ the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other detained
officials and leaders;
Ÿ the military to stop using violence and arbitrarily
detaining peaceful protestors and journalists;

We witness the arbitrary detention on fabricated charges
of members of the democratically elected government, as
well as of civilian and religious leaders who have taken part
in the long struggle for democracy.
As truthful information is important in a democracy, we
reject the disinformation campaign by Myanmar's military
SIGNIS Asia Focus - March 2021
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Letter to the Editor

Ÿ justice and accountability for the atrocities committed

by the army against the Rohingya people and other
ethnic minorities, as well as prevention of such crimes
and abuses in the future;
Ÿ members of the international community, especially
in the Asia-Pacific region, to pressure the regime to
step down and reestablish democracy, and not to
exploit the situation for their own geopolitical
interests.
We call upon the members of SIGNIS, Pax Christi
International, and Focolare around the world to give voice
to the cry of the Burmese people by reaching out to local
and national media to report the situation, and by urging
their governments to take strong diplomatic actions to
oppose the coup and return democracy to Myanmar.
Our mission as organizations is to promote peace. We
therefore stand with the Archbishop of Yangoon, Cardinal
Charles Maung Bo, President of the Asian Bishops
Conferences, when he says, “Peace is possible. Peace is
the only way. Democracy is the only light to that path.”
- Brussels, March 15, 2021

Congratulations for this new issue: as usual, very well done!
And you are doing an awesome job with young people.
- Magalil Van Reeth, Chair, SIGNIS Cinema Desk.
Congratulations on your newsletter! It is another home run!
I stand in awe of what SIGNIS Asia accomplishes!
- Frank Frost, Chair, SIGNIS TV Desk.
Greetings of Peace!
Thank you for your detailed information about the activities of
SIGNIS Asia in FOCUS. TNBC Commission for Social
Communications and Madha TV has brought out a telefilm of
90 minutes is based on the 2019 World Communications
Day's message by our Holy Father. This Telefilm has been
produced in Tamil and dubbed in Hindi, Telugu and
Malayalam.
- Fr. David Arociam, CEO, Madha TV, India.
Thanks for your kind information and the e magazine.
- Kalai Kaviri College of Fine Arts
I really appreciate the wonderful work that you have been
doing for the SIGNIS in Asia. It's very enriching and
innovative. May Good Lord give you more and more strength
for the great service in future. Thank you once again.
- Fr. Lal Pushpadewa, President, SIGNIS Sri Lanka.

“I don’t want to see any trouble here and can’t leave if
police don’t leave” - Sister Ann Rose Nu Tawng

Congratulations !
Great work and persistence for regularly bringing the SAF
- Fr. Stanely Kozhichira, President, SIGNIS India
Thank you for a great bumper issue for November 2020! Good
articles and compilation as always.
- Adeline J, Member SAB Member.
Congratulations! Thanks to your efforts, we can enhance our
relations and share valuable information.
- Francis Kim, SIGNIS President, SIGNIS Korea.

Sister Ann Rose Nu Tawng knelt before police officers in
Myitkyina, Myanmar, begging them to refrain from using
violence against children and residents. "There's no one to
protect the people," says Sister Ann Rose.
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From the Editor

A Note from the Editor

Dear Friends,
Greetings!

Pope Francis while expressing his concern for the recent
political developments in Myanmar appealed to the
leaders to show willingness to serve the common good,
promoting social justice and national stability. Let us
express our support to the people of Myanmar and join
them in prayers and do whatever we can to bring about
peace in Myanmar.

His Grace Isao Kikuchi and SIGNIS Japan President Itaru

Thanks to all the Country Presidents, members, young
people, and other media professionals for making the SAA
a grand success. The feedback from the participants as
well as the resource persons stand testimony for the
success of the programme. The valuable presentations by
media professionals and health disaster experts during
the SAA will be published soon for the benefits of our
members. Some of them will be published in SAF too.

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Members

Mr. Francisco Lio (Macau)
Fr. Lal Pushpadewa (Sri Lanka)
Ms. Bernadetta Widiandajani (Indonesia)

We were able to carry out our activities in spite of the
challenges posed by COVID-19. Our members have been
using various internet tools like zoom, google chat and
other social media tools for training and other activities.
Do share your experiences through SAF. SIGNIS Asia
Desks are planning a series of programmes for this year
and we need your support.

Cinema
Mac
Television
Francis Kim Seung-wal
Radio
Bernadetta Widiandajani
Journalism
Adeline James
Digital Media
Fr. Joseph Anucha
Media Education & COMMlab Asia
Dr. Magimai Pragasam

Thanking you and looking forward to hearing from you,
Dr. Magimai Pragasam
Editor, SIGNIS Asia Focus
SIGNIS ASIA FOCUS
Publisher
Fr. Joseph Anucha
Editor
Dr. A. Magimai Pragasam
Editorial Board
Ms. Bernedetta Widiandajani (Indonesia)
Mr. Francis Kim Seung-wal (Korea)
Mr. Mac (Japan)
Ms. Adeline James (Malaysia)
SIGNIS Asia Focus is an E-Newsletter of SIGNIS ASIA which
is published four times a year (July, October, January and
April from Chennai, India. Members are kindly requested to
share News and Views, programmes and productions in
SIGNIS ASIA FOCUS. Kindly send your materials to
magimai2005@gmail.com
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