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The encyclical of Pope Francis entitled, “ Fratelli Tutti” hints to one truth: We are all brothers 

and sisters, universal brotherhood that manifests “a love that transcends the barriers of geography 
and distance”. As the name suggests it’s all inclusive, covering people from different walks of life: 
the rich and the poor, the aged and the young, the migrants, the sick and the healthy, Christians and 
non-Christians. The encyclical covers also themes of justice, peace, politics, war, etc.  

The first chapter identifies and rebukes factors that are contrary to this universal brotherhood and 
sisterhood. There is individualism, lack of contact with our pasts, disregard to the proper cultures, 
homologation of all, misuse of the meaning of “certain words like democracy, freedom, justice or 
unity”, unhealthy competition, people are used as objects whereby the old are out of use and the 
young are not yet useful.  

The second chapter opens with the parable of the Good Samaritan, with an emphasis on the 
needy in the paths of daily human activities. To each individual, the call to decide everyday if to be 
good Samaritans or simply by standers. “We are called to direct society to the pursuit of the 
common good and, with this purpose in mind 

The third chapter calls us to move out of our zones of comfort to embrace a larger world. The 
world does not begin and end in an individual. Open mindedness with open arms to embrace the 
others different from us. The Pope invites us to be loving, inclusive and integrating, “our daily 
efforts to expand our circle of friends 

The fourth chapter aims at educating human hearts and attitudes in regards to migration. 
Openness to new cultures .The Pope rebukes the closed hearts that see migrants only as competitors 
for the available job positions. “Today, no state can ensure the common good of its population if it 
remains isolated.” 

The fifth chapter dwells on our politics. Each politics should be at the service of the common 
good, long term common good. Let the good politics shape our economy and not vice versa. Politics 
of solidarity and subsidiarity. Let the economy be integral.  

Chapter six deals with dialogue and friendship. “Dialogue between generations… readiness to 
give and receive, while remaining open to the truth.” This calls for respect of each other. The media 
has a role to play in this. However, dialogue is not be confused with relativism but its concern for 
truth and dignity of each one. Let us learn kindness, ‘say “excuse me”, “pardon me”, “thank you”’. 

Chapter seven echoes the world’s needs of healing. Peace is a thirst. There’s no room for 
revenge. Let’s build a ‘culture of encounter’. Let’s begin from the least in the society. Let us 
forgive. Let the harsh memories, such as of Shoah and Hiroshima and Nagasaki bomb be a “symbol 
of the depths to which human evil can sink when, spurred by false ideologies  

Last but not least, chapter eight, the religions express our belief and worship of one Lord “Father 
of all”. In our search for God, “recognize one another as travelling companions, truly brothers and 
sisters.” 

 
 
 
	  
	  
 

	  


