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JAPAN OVERLOOK

Area: 378,000 Km2 (37th)
Population: 126 million (12t") Age 65 and above: 29.1%

Median Age: 48.4 year (2020)

GDP (2021): 5 trillion US$ (3m)

GDP per capita: 3,983 US$ (20" /OECD)
Trade Partners: China > US

Military Expense: 46 billion US$ (10th 2022) »
Our Peace Constitution is now in danger.
2023 World Press Freedom Index: 68t /180

Happiness Score: 6.129 (47t/137 countries-regions)
Suicides: 17.5 /100,000 (4th 2022)

Poverty: 1 out of 7 children

Widening gap between the rich and the poor

Foreigners living in Japan (Unit million): 3.1 (2.6 from Asia)

China (0.8) > Vietnam (0.5) > Korea (0.4) > Philippines (0.3) > Brazil (0.2) SIGNIS
(2022 Data by Immigration Service Agency) J APAN



RELIGIONS IN ASIA

from ”World I’e|igi0ns (2017 — 2020)” https://honkawa?2.sakura.ne.jp/9460.html
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62% Non religious, 31% Buddhism, 3% Shintoism, 1% Christianity,
Many Japanese people say that they do not believe in any religion. Yet many go to Shinto shrines

on New Year days and for the new-born babies, but perform funeral in Buddhist style, somewhat
family religion. Not a few have their wedding in Christian style. Pluralism or ambiguity on religion.

IN JAPAN

Japanese Religions 2018 by NHK
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Christmas is celebrated commercially throughout the country, but very very little in religious way.

by Agency for the
Cultural Affairs

Shintoism 87.9 million

Other Religions 7.3 millions



CATHOLICS IN JAPAN

Catholic population: 416,315 (0.331%) Dec. 2022
16>15 Dioceses, 951 Churches (773 Parishes)
659 Religious Houses, 14 Seminaries.

1,292 Priests (incl. 1 Cardinal & 28 Bishops) Jpn.764 Foreign 528

135 Brothers, 4,271 Sisters, 183 Seminarians & Novices
47 Medical facilities, 760 Child Welfare and Educational,

435 Social Welfare, 320 Schools (incl. 30 Universities)
(from Statistics 2022, CBCJ)

- Diminishing and aging priesthood and religious in general.

- Consolidating parishes, seminaries, closing of religious houses.

- Aging congregation.

- Japanese social & business climates make normal Catholics
hesitant to express their faith in public except in church.

- Catholic schools are respected, but very few baptism.

- Increasing number of migrant workers & their families and
trainees, international students in parishes, especially from SIGNIS

Brazil, Peru, Philippines, China, Vietnam, etc.
- Multicultural approach and skill in urgent need. JAPAN



MARTYRS & HOLY SITES IN JAPAN

42 Saints (29 Japanese) & 394 Blessed (347 Japanese)
1862 Canonization of the 26 Martyrs
1867 Beatification of the 205 Martyrs
1987 Canonization of the 16 Martyrs
2008 Beatification of the 188 Martyrs
2017 Beatification of Just Takayama Ukon

Nishizaka, Nagasaki
Arima, Nagasaki
Ikitsuki, Nagasaki
Unzen, Nagasaki
Amakusa, Kumamoto

Shijo-kawara, Kyoto

FUdanOtSUji, Edo (Now Tokyo)

Oura Church, Nagasaki SIGNIS
Tsuwano, Shimane JAPAN

Other sites: Yonezawa, Sendai, Akita, etc.

Oura Church, Nagasaki



SIGN IS JAPAN Members:

ol O = ooen T 7 Qrganlzatlons & 8 Individuals
e W Consists of Three Teams:
WS A Cinema / Internet / Secretariat

Main Activities:

R @ n k< Japan Catholic Film Award & Screening
Church & Internet Seminars

A Mother’s Touch

Liaison & Int'l Cooperation

Website: htips://signis-Japan.org
English website: https://signis-japan.org/swc2022/

&' Covid-19: The Role of

Media & Communication
AND MOVING BEYOND

SIGNIS
JAPAN
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Participation to SWC 2022 SAA 2020 Zoom SIGNIS Jury at Venezia Int’l Film Festival


https://signis-japan.org/
https://signis-japan.org/swc2022/

SAA 2007 Tokyo Many Voices — One Mission: Peace

SIGNIS ASIA ASSEMBLY 2007 in TOKYO Period: Sept. 24-30. 2007 |
Venue: National Olympics Memorial

Youth Center (NYC)
Theme: Many Voices — One Mission: Peace
Programs: Planned, Managed & Run by SAB
No. of Countries/Regions: 12
No. of Foreign Guests: 37
No. of Invitation Letters: 16 (?)
No. of Japanese Participants: 19
No. of Volunteers: 24
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SAA2024 L. 23-27 SEPTEMBER

SIGNIG ASIA ASSEMBLY TOKYO, JAPAN

Human Communication in the Digital World for a Culture of Peace

VENUE for SAA 2024 Tokyo
National Olympics Memorial Youth Center (NYC)

https://nyc.niye.go.jp/wp/en/

Accommodation Facilities

Tokyo St. Mary Cathedral
Mass by Abp. Tarcisio Isao Kikuchi on 26 Sept.
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| . — WS — Mass at nearby Cathollc JAPAN
Accommodation at Lodging Building D. St. Alphonsus Hatsudai Church
Meetings at Central Bldg. (6:50 am)

Meals at Cafeteria "Fuji” in Central Bldg.



VISION ‘\23
We envision ourselves “disciples of Jesus Christ =N
spreading good news to bring PEACE to the world.”

MISSION STATEMENT
We, SIGNIS JAPAN, commit ourselves
to spread the good news of Jesus Christ,
to bring universal peace to the world, and
to support individuals and organizations that use media.

STRATEGIES
by introducing evangelical movies,
by promoting evangelical internet cultures, and
by overcoming the walls that separate the people
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THANK YOU

in advance for your cooperation
for the success of the SAA 2024 Tokyo

May God Bless You and Us All,

SIGNIS JAPAN

JAPAN




