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PART I  
Greeting from President, SIGNIS ASIA 

It is Assembly time!                             

Excited as usual to meet the catholic communicators of Asia, discuss 
and come into conclusion to further the Kingdom of God, through our 
meagre efforts. This year we are thrilled present our theme :“Human 
Communication in the Digital World for a Culture of Peace.” Inspired 
by the poignant message of Pope Francis on World Communication 
Day, under the theme “Artificial Intelligence and the Wisdom of the 

Heart: Towards a Fully Human Communication”, we aim to delve deeply into the 
intersection of technology, humanity, and peace. 

Against the backdrop of Japan’s rich cultural heritage and technological innovation, we 
invite you to join us as we explore the profound impact of digital communication on 
shaping a world of harmony and understanding. As it is in the Assembly Logo it is an 
interplay of interwoven strands and every strands adds strength and variety to the end 
result. Hope this assembly would be an enriching one  intellectually, culturally and 
communicatively. 

Profile: Fr. Stanley Kozhichira                                            

Fr. Stanley Kozhichira is an internationally renowned theatre trainer, motivational speaker and 
communication coach.  He is a national record holder. He has won the prestigious Limca World Record for 
his Theatrical Production Ars ke Krantikari, the cine/ drama based on the life of St. John Mary Vianney in 
2012.  He has a world record for making the only 6-Dimensional Star shaped Church in Delhi called the 
Morning Star Church. He has had his Leadership training at the Haggai Institute Hawaii, USA.  Fr. Stanley 
has been in theatre for over 35 years. He is an expert in Street theatre. He has conducted workshop in street 
theatre over 30 years. He has acted in much awarded Bollywood movie ‘The Face of the Faceless, Also in 
Chhote Ustad. He worked relentlessly over ten years to set up ISH VATIKA, the eco spirituality centre for 
the archdiocese of Delhi.  He is sought after resource persons carrier training’s Orientation for teachers, 
students, parents. He conducts training for social media, communication skills, conference skills, cyber 
securities etc. Fr. Stanley Kozhichira wears many hats. He is the President of Signis Asia, World Catholic 
Communicators Association. Visiting Professor at NISCORT media College Vaishali. Delhi India. He is the 
Manager of St. Mary’s Sr. Sec. School. Delhi India Parish Priest of Mother of Perpetual Help Church. 
Mayur Vihar III. Delhi India  
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Greetings from SIGNIS JAPAN 
Mr. Thomas Aquinas Itaru Tsuchiya, President 

 
Welcome to SAA2024 in Tokyo! 

Please enjoy assembly and life in Tokyo. 17 years have passed since 
SAA2007 in Tokyo at the same venue, National Olympics Memorial 
Youth Center. Did anybody of you take part last SAA2007 in Tokyo?  
Maybe as far as SIGNIS Japan is concerned more than half members including Mac and 
me were participants of SAA 2007 in Tokyo.  
It means that we did not succeed in generation change. Maybe it is true. But this time we 
tried to involve young Japanese Catholics who are good English speakers. Please look 
forward to sessions and presentations. 
 
We, SIGNIS JAPAN, are proud of continuing two events. One is Japan Catholic Film 
Awards which continues for 48 years. Another is (the 27th) "Church and Internet" Seminar 
since 2003 when I joined SIGNIS JAPAN. 
This year we started the 1st Good News Short Movie festival. 

 
We tried to develop evangelization by use of media especially internet. 
Since 2016 some SIGNIS members published monthly web magazine “AMOR”. Since 
2020 we opened online course for entry catechism called PISTIS Garden. These two 
websites were opened for non-Christians for the purpose of evangelization. 

 
Although we are very small organization, I am sure that we could achieve more than our 
talents and abilities which we have now. I consider it owing to God’s help.  May God 
bless our SIGNIS! 
 
To this SAA 2024 we expect many things, especially AI technology, because we have few 
information and experiences. 
 
We’d like to ask God to send Holy Spirit to this Assembly and pray for many graces. 
 
Thank you. 
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Profile: Mr. Thomas Aquinas Itaru Tsuchiya 

President of SIGNIS JAPAN since 2015 

Till this March I was a teacher teaching religion in Catholic high schools for 40 years.  40 years 

ago, I was working in a small printing and binding company for 15 years after graduation of 

university. The experiences as a printing worker were very useful for my teacher’s life.  I was a 

member of Non-Profit Organization “Fun Science for Children“. I enjoyed playing science  

with kids. 

 

 

 

PART II  

Our Masters of 

Ceremony 
Nguyen Phuoc Bao Tri (Mr.)   JLPW VINH AN LEGAL 
 

2009: Video Journalist for SIGNIS World Congress in Chiangmai, Thailand.  
2017: Joining the training journalism desk in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  
2017: Joining EWTN team for training program for 3 dioceses in Vietnam.    
2017: Joining Comlab team to be present at SIGNIS World Congress in 
Quebec, Canada.  2018: Head of journalist desk to participate in St. Francis 
de Sales in Lourdes, France.  2012 to present:  Qualified lawyer in 
Vietnam, member of Ho Chi Minh city Bard. 

 
 
 
 
Mr. Yoshiaki Ishihara (Only 24 Sept.) 
 

SIGNIS JAPAN Member from 2017. Born in 1981. I received a Master of 
Theology degree and STL from Sophia University. After the doctoral program, I 
worked in the Editorial Office of the New Catholic Encyclopedia at Sophia 
University.  At the same time, I continued my research activities.  I also served 
on the editorial board of web magazine AMOR, and am currently an associate 
professor at Hachinohe Gakuin University (since 2023) and chairperson of the 
church committee at Hachinohe Shiochou Catholic Church. 
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DAY1   24th September 
06:30 Inauguration Mass (at St. Alphonsus Hatsudai Church) 
07:30 Breakfast (Fuji)   
09:00 Opening Ceremony 

Opening Address by Fr. Stanley Kozhichira 
 Welcome Speech by Mr. Itaru Tsuchiya 
 Video Message from Dr. Paolo Ruffini, Prefect, Dicastery of Communication 
 Video Message from Ms. Helen Osman 
 Main Guest: H.E. Msgr. Francesco Escalante Molina 

Greeting by Fr. Masahide Haresaku 
 Housekeeping: SAA 2024 Organizing Team 
10:00 Break 
10:30 Keynote Speech Bp. Toshihiro Sakai 
11:45 Lunch (Fuji) 
13:30 Session I: Panel Discussion 
15:00 Break 
15:30 Session II: Bp. Linus Seong-hyo Lee 
      Guest: Fr. Kaoru Kawaguchi, CBCJ 
17:30 Leave for Restaurant 
18:30 Welcome Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Peter Masahide Haresaku, Advisory Priest, SIGNIS JAPAN 

 
Greeting 
We are so happy to host SIGNIS ASIA Assembly this year in Japan.  
SIGNIS JAPAN is a very small team.  For us, it is like a dream. We are 
encouraged by your coming here all the way from many parts of Asia.  
SIGNIS ASIA is “a family” bound together by our Lord Jesus.  Let’s 
enjoy having meals together as a family! 

 
Mini Bio 
Born in Tokyo in1957. 
Graduated from the Faculty of Theology, Sophia University, Tokyo. 
Ordained priest in 1987 
Advisory Priest, SIGNIS JAPAN 
Currently Parish Priest, Ichikawa Catholic Church, Archdiocese of Tokyo 
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President, SIGNIS World (Video Message) 
 

Human  Communication  in  the  Digital  World  for  a  

Culture  of  Peace  
Helen Osman 
President, SIGNIS 
 
Hello from the United States! I am honored to be able to join you today, digitally, to 
encourage you at your SIGNIS Asia Assembly 2024. 
As Catholic communicators, we hold an important and necessary role in helping our church 
use modern digital communications to build a culture of peace. 
Despite our best efforts, it seems that old proverb, A lie can travel halfway around the world 
while the Truth is lacing its boots, has accelerated. With digital channels, it seems the lies 
actually lap Truth several times over. 
Sometimes I grow weary in this effort to bring peace and justice into this digital world. I’m 
sure many of you do, too. I pray this week together is a time of renewal and rejuvenation for 
each of you. …………… 
(Full speech script to be provided later to the participants) 
 
Abstract by ChatGPT  
In a digital address to the SIGNIS Asia Assembly 2024, the speaker highlights the crucial role 
of Catholic communicators in fostering a culture of peace through modern digital 
communications. Despite their efforts, they note that misinformation spreads more rapidly 
than truth online, causing fatigue and frustration. Referencing Pope Benedict XVI's concept 
of the "Digital Continent" from 2009, the speaker underscores the need for deep 
understanding and engagement with digital culture to effectively evangelize. They advocate 
for a synodal approach to communication, emphasizing the importance of empathy and active 
listening. The speaker also critiques the manipulative nature of social media and its impact on 
mental well-being, urging attendees to address these challenges with a spirit of mercy and 
commitment to the Beatitudes. They encourage reflection on the role of digital media in 
reaching and supporting those in need. 
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Greeting by H.E. MSGR. FRANCISCO ESCALANTE MOLINA,  
Apostolic Nuncio to Japan 

 
---------- 

- Born at La Grita (Venezuela) on January 29th, 1965. 
- Ordained priest on August 26th, 1989. 
- Incardinated in San Cristobal Diocese – Venezuela. 
- Graduated in Canon Law. 
- Joined the Holy See’s Diplomatic Service on June 13th, 1998. 
- Served as Holy See’s Diplomat in the following Apostolic 

Nunciatures (Embassies of the Holy See): Sudan, Ghana, Malta, Nicaragua, 
Japan and Slovenia.  

- Appointed Apostolic Nuncio to the Republic of Congo on March 19th, 2016, and 
simultaneously Titular Archbishop of Oraziana. 

- Appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Gabon on May 21st, 2016. 
- Appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Haiti on June 4th, 2021. 
- Appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Japan on January 25th, 2024. 
- Has presented his Credential Letters to His Majesty on September 5th, 2024. 
-  
- Speaks Spanish, French, English and Italian. 
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Keynote Speech: by Bp. Paul Toshihiro Sakai, Japan 
“Human Communication in the Digital World for a Culture of Peace.” 

 
<Keynote Speech> 
 

Japan is an island nation that has never suffered a major territorial 
invasion in its history, and as an agricultural nation, it has developed a 
culture of camaraderie. In the World War II, Japan invaded and 
colonized Southeast Asian countries, and at the same time suffered 
tremendous damages from the Battle of Okinawa and the two atomic 

bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. As a country with such a historical and cultural 
background, Japan adheres to its Peace Constitution, which maintains only the power of 
self-defense and does not use military force to settle international disputes. 

The Catholic Church in Japan is a minority with only 0.3% of the population being 
believers, but there are approximately 200,000 students (99% non-Christians) studying in 
more than 900 Catholic schools (nurseries, kindergartens, elementary, junior high, senior high 
schools, and universities) throughout the country. 

The country is also strongly influenced by Western culture, and has been teased by the 
recent trends of the digital world. 
I would like to introduce the current situation in Japan, where you will be visiting, and talk 
about what the media of the Catholic Church should and can do to carry on and develop the 
culture of peace in such a country, and in other Asian countries. 
 
<Brief Bio> 
Paul Toshihiro Sakai, Opus Dei 
Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of Osaka-Takamatsu, Japan 
Born in Ashiya, Hyogo Pref., Japan on 23 March 1960   Ordained Priest of Opus Dei on 20 August 
1988   Ordained Bishop on 16 July 2018   
Currently in charge of the Communication of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Japan, also the 
advisory bishop to SIGNIS JAPAN. 
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Session 1 Panel Discussion:  
“Human Communication in the Digital World for a Culture of Peace:  
The Perspectives of the Youths, Women, and Lay Professionals”  
 
Mr. Naoki Nakanishi Fernandes (Jaime) 
 

My name is Naoki Nakanishi and my Christian name is Jaime. I was 
born and raised in Japan between a Japanese father and a Spanish 
mother. 

More than once, I was mistreated or excluded at school or by some 
adults who judged me based on appearance. As symbolized by the 
saying: “the stick that sticks out will be hit”, I was educated in a school 
linked to a social system that gradually destroys humanity, making Artificial Intelligence and 
robots more like humans and humans They look more like robots. In such circumstances, only 
the love of my mother and that of Christ was my comfort. My mother taught me the language 
and culture of Spain and also taught me to love Christ, enduring pressure from other parents 
and teachers who told her not to speak a foreign language to her child. 

Thanks to that I am bilingual and Christian. 
I love Christ even though I am weak and imperfect and I dream of announcing the good 

news to people. I have a goal, but I can't find the way to achieve it. 
One day I met Infinito+1 and I was moved by his work. Therefore, now, as one of the 

translators of Infinito+1 and Prizm Books, I use my talents as a Christian and as a bilingual, 
translating prayer books or Catholic films for subtitles or dubbing. It is true that Artificial 
Intelligence can make translations. I fear the day that technology ends up taking away 
translators' bread. But prayers require Faith, sensitivity and soul. Subtitles need to be short 
and concise. Dubs require matching the mouth. I must be a word wizard, which AI cannot be. 
AI does not cry, dream or love. It's just an instrument. The Earth is the planet of humans. We 
must not leave it in the hands of machines. As Ultraman said: “the peace of the Earth has 
merit when it is achieved by the hand of man.” 
 
Mini Bio: Naoki Nakanishi (Jaime) 
Born in Japan in 1994. Graduated of Hósó-Daigaku University. He began working as a Spanish 
translator and interpreter since university. Translator of "Jesus comes to Japan", written by Pablo 
Coelho, "Prayers of the Company of Jesus" by Juan VIcente Catret, "The Akita's Virgin and the 
martyrs of Akita" by Mieko Tabata and "Running for my life" by Lopez Lomong.  Translator of the 
film: "Mary's Land" of Infinito Más Uno, "Tengamos la fiesta en paz" of Infinito Más Uno and 
"Garabandal, only God knows". 
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Mr. Makoto Yamada 
 

【Outline of the Talk】  
-Self Introduction 
-Global Church and Its Prioritised Issues 
 related to Young People 
-Japanese Church and Its Identity 
-Collaborative Work for Evangelization with 
 NPO and its Potentials 

 
SLIDES to be used 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Jzh7EI5n5WNd9cD6k-K-UyuBfPWbkHaUSJ83kCft
4dg/edit?usp=sharing 
 
 

【Profile】  
After graduating from the Faculty of Literature, English Department at Sophia University in 2015, and 
subsequently from the Faculty of Theology in 2017, I joined the British telecommunications company, 
Mobell Communications Limited.  
 
While working in sales for their inbound operations, I initiated activities with the NPO Seibo in 
Malawi, focusing on providing school meals. Our main initiatives include the donation-based coffee 
and tea brand, Warm Hearts Coffee Club, which allocates its proceeds to support Malawi. 
 
 Additionally, we provide services connecting businesses, churches, and educational institutions. In 
terms of church activities, since 2019, I have been a member of the Vatican's International Youth 
Advisory Body for the Dicastery of the "Laity, Family, and Life". 
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Ms. Kazue Suzuki 
 
【Self-Introduction】  
Born in Shizuoka Prefecture. A member of Mishima Church, 
Yokohama Diocese. 
A teacher (Science/Religion) of Fuji Sacred Heart School.  
A member of the Social Apostolate Committee of the Japan Province of 
the Society of Jesus. 
 
【Summary】  
I teach science and religion, and enjoy my life with Korean people, taking an interest in 
Korean culture. My current interests are: 
・Education at Catholic schools, which is also my work  
・Thinking about and practicing eco-feminist theology for the global 
 environment 
・Multicultural coexistence and intercultural understanding 
Education at Catholic School 
Currently, Japanese schools, not just Catholic schools, are facing many changes. There are 

both advantages and disadvantages of digital technology. 
Advantages 
Environmental Studies 
My school has a lot of education programs that makes use of the great natural surroundings. 

Being educated in such beautiful nature not only brings healing to the hearts of students, but 
also cultivates their sense of wonder. As the encyclical "Laudato Si' "says, in order to protect 
the Earth, the home we live together, we are required to gain wisdom and act in our daily 
lives. 
Cross-cultural Exchange 
Although Korea and Japan have a sad history, there are exchanges between sister schools in 

Japan and Korea, and between Catholics in both countries who are involved in environmental 
issues. Walking in the same direction to build a hopeful future is also a theme of the Synod. 
 
By using digital technology in school education and church social activities, it has become 
easier to communicate and acquire knowledge. However, can AI really create the motivation 
that motivates me to take on this kind of activity and fulfill my mission? 
 
【Slides of Presentation: PDF】    
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SPxgaqlxAJldQRjCyzwxXxKREiCcb3K6/view?usp=sharing 
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Mr. Ryu Suzuki 
 

Ryu’s speech (abstract) 
 
I have been involved in the spiritual apostolate for the past 25 years or so. 

I have been involved in a ministry that involves helping individuals with 
spiritual discernment, where individuals confess their deepest thoughts and 
desires to God and discover through dialogue what God requires of 
individuals who hold those thoughts. 

The first paragraph of the Pope's message for the 58th World Day of 
Social Communications says that AI is "a change that affects everyone." However, in the 
spiritual apostolate that I am involved in, there is no room for AI to intervene between 
humans and God, whether in meditation or contemplation. When the human heart and God's 
heart overlap and the Holy Spirit works abundantly, we are able to receive God's thoughts. 
However, as we live in modern society, we are no longer able to move things forward 

without the help of AI. Search is what computers are best at. Big data is the foundation for 
building AI. Every single frame of our lives is stored in that big data, and to put it simply, AI 
is a system that arranges the best options from that data, combines them, and presents them to 
us. is.  Therefore, in the field of life, “It's a change that affects everyone.'' is probably true. 
Therefore, it is very important for those who are affected by AI in their daily lives to strive 

not to lose the "wisdom of the heart" mentioned in the third paragraph of the Pope's message. 
Both the message for World Peace Day on January 1st and the Laudate Deum emphasizes the 
“wisdom of the heart” in response to AI. In the area of the wisdom of the heart and spirituality 
that connects the heart of God to the human heart, I would like to continue to serve in the area 
of the spirituality that connects the heart of God and the human heart, while being aware of 
the society in which AI is advancing, and without losing the wisdom of the heart. 
I will always be aware of the “wisdom of the heart'' when engaging in the educational 
apostolate that I am involved in, as well as in the development of a new demining robot 
(DMR). 
 
Profile 
 
Born in Tokyo in 1949. A member of Ogikubo Church, Tokyo Archdiocese. 
Member of CLC （Christian Life Community） 
 
Majored in Sociology at Sophia University Graduate School completing all credits. While establishing 
the Social Research Institute and conducting commissioned research, also teach sociology at Chiba 
University, Fire Academy, Tokyo Kasei University, etc. as a part-time lecturer. 
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Founded the funeral company Aiko Shikiten in 1997, and currently serve as its representative director. 
Since 2001, have been the editor-in-chief of the Catholic monthly magazine 
"FUKUINSENKYO(Evangelization)" for 15 years. Since becoming a councilor of St. Paul 
High-school in 2008, have been involved in the management of Catholic mission schools, and 
currently involved in five school organizations as chairman, permanent director, etc.  Additionally, 
since the establishment of the Jesuit Spirituality Center Seseragi in 1998, have been involved in the 
formation of spiritual companions as a staff member. 
 
(In 2016, co-founded a startup company that produces demining robots, and has successfully 
developed the world's first demining robot (DMR), which is currently carrying out excavation work in 
minefields with Unit 6 in Cambodia. Three DMR will be delivered to Ukraine next year, and plans are 
being made to introduce them to Cambodia as well.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moderator of the Panel Discussion: Ms. Melissa Fernando 
 

Melissa Fernando is an award-winning media professional with over 25 years 
of experience in broadcast production. She currently serves as a Multiformat 
Journalist with Astro AWANI, Malaysia's leading news channel. Curating 
stories and creating content across multimedia platforms, Melissa is also 
experienced in producing talk shows, documentaries, and fashion TV 
segments. She holds a Master’s in Television Journalism from Goldsmiths, 
University of London.    
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Session II:”A.I. and the Wisdom of the Heart: Towards a Fully 
      Human Communication”  

by Bp. Linus Seong-hyo LEE, S.T.D., D.D., Korea 
 
<Abstract> 
What should media workers and journalists do in 
the age of Artificial Intelligence (AI)? On the 
occasion of World Social Communications Day, 
Pope Francis released a message titled “Artificial 
Intelligence and the Wisdom of the Heart: Towards 
a Fully Human Communication”. The message asks 
the question, “How can we remain fully human and 

guide this cultural transformation to serve a good purpose?” The Pope’s 
message and questions directly and indirectly approach the broader topic of “AI and ethics”. 
Pope Francis first reminds us of the importance of starting from the heart. Next, he talks about 
the opportunities and crises we face. Thirdly, he talks about the growth of humanity. Finally, 
he poses questions for the present and the future. In this message, we find the interesting 
concept of “vulnerability”: the effort to overcome human vulnerability is what gives rise to AI. 
Human vulnerability is the ability to recognize and relate to vulnerable others. 
We are not just rational beings. We are open and inclusive beings. Human vulnerability is the 
ability to be wounded, not to be wounded, to be open to others, to accept others, and to 
respond to others. This vulnerability, being open to the possibility of relating to and 
responding to others while knowing that one can be wounded, is the foundation of human 
relationships and ethical responsibility. Furthermore, vulnerability does not imply instability 
or helplessness, but inclusiveness and ethical sensitivity. The opposite of vulnerability is not 
the absence of power, but the abuse of power, the domination of others through the use of 
power for self-interest. 
Ethics in the age of AI begins with a humanism that is grounded in the virtues of inclusivity 
and solidarity. This humanism begins with our compassion, humility, praise, peace, and 
caritas (cf. Augustine, Enarrationes in Psalmos, 95, 15: “Hae sunt hostiae Deo gratissimae 
misericordia, humilitas, confessio, pax, caritas“). Can’t the mercy, humility, praise, peace, and 
caritas we practice be a catalyst to lay the groundwork for shaping the ethics of the AI era? 

  

(PPT presentation and full speech manuscript will be sent later to the participants) 
 
 

[Brief Bio] 
July 6, 1957 Born in Jinju-si, Gyeongsangnam-do 
Feb. 1980 Graduated from Ajou University (BA in  

Electronics) 
1983 – 1985 Studied Electronics at Graduate School of  

Seoul National University (MA in Electronics) 
1985 – 1987 Studied Theology at Suwon Catholic 
   University 
Aug. 1987 - Feb. 1992   Studied Patrology at Trier  

University, Germany (MA in Patrology) 
 
 
Apr. 9, 1992 Ordained to the Priesthood 
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Apr. 1993 - Jun. 2000  Studied at Catholic Institute of Paris,  
France (Doctor of Patrology) 

Mar. 2001 - Jun. 2003  Adjunct Professor of Suwon Catholic 
University 

Sep. 2003 – 2011   Professor of Suwon Catholic University 
Feb. 7, 2011 Appointed as Titular Bishop of Turris Tamalleni (Torre di 

 Tamalleno) and Auxiliary Bishop of Suwon 
Mar. 25, 2011 Consecrated as Bishop 

 
 
 
Guest:  
Fr. Kaoru Kawaguchi, Secretary General, CBCJ 
 

 
March 2003 Ordination to the priesthood 
Executive Director of Catholic Tokyo International Center 
Catholic Tsukiji Church 
Peter's House 
Catholic Takanawa Church 
Secretary General of Catholic Bishopsʼ Conference of Japan 
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DAY2   25th September 
06:30 Mass (at St. Alphonsus Hatsudai Church) 
07:30 Breakfast (Fuji)   
09:00 Session III Making AI Work for the Faith… Mr. Mennen Aracid 

Short Break 
10:30 Japan Presentation & Strong Desire for Peace 
 Mr. Makoto Yamada, Ms. Erika Ukai 
11:45 Lunch (Fuji) 
13:30 Session IV: Workshop: How to apply theme (Fr. Arun) 
15:30 Break 
16:00 SAA Statement  
16:30 Session V: Constitution… Fr Stanley Kozhichira 
17:30 Dinner (Fuji) 
19:00 Film Screening 
 

 
Session III: “Making AI Work for Faith-Related Work and Mission” 

By Mr. Mennen Aracid, the Philippines 
 
Outline of the Talk 
 
Part 1. Activity (Poll): context taking for Usage of AI in Missions 
 
Part 2. Talk Content: 
1. Video and Content Creation 

• Video and Audio Production 
• Audience Engagement and Retention 

 
2. Process Optimization for Parishes and Church Groups 

• Attendance Taking 
• Appointment Automation 
• Automation of Service Delivery 
• Payment / Exchange 
 

Short Profile. 
Meet Mennen Aracid: People Helper and Team BuilderMennen Aracid has spent over 30 years 
helping people and teams grow. He's passionate about bringing out the best in others. 
As a coach and guide, Mennen helps people find their strengths and work better together. He believes 
everyone has something special to offer and loves helping them discover it. 
Mennen brings energy and care to all his work, whether it's with big companies, in classrooms, or as a 
volunteer. He's always learning and sharing, focused on making a real difference in people's lives. 
What makes Mennen special is his genuine excitement for helping others succeed. He's not about 
complicated ideas – he's about real people and real results. 
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Japan Presentation & Our Strong Desire for Peace 
Mr. Makoto Yamada 

【Outline】  
• Japan in General 
• Introduce Japan from three points of views, culture, 

education and art as examples of Catholic influences. 
• Introduce its culture such as Shintoism and Emperor`s rule, transferring into 

modern economic and governmental system influenced by other counties 
including western world with Catholic 

• Introduce history of education with Catholic schools and emphasis the 
importance of ethics it has for Japan 

• Introduce some persons and arts as case studies of Japanese Catholic. 
• Mention about the prayer of St. Paul Miki and conclude with prayers, telling 

about that our characters could be contextualized with Catholic in Synodal ways. 
【Actual Presentation Slides】 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HD3v4PfAJm_LbISihd9h-eH30cOUvNGO5
ovfHhVaSCA/edit?usp=sharing 

 

Peace Seen in the Movies: Erika Ukai (Pen  name:  Erika  Nakamura)  
 
Overview 
Next year will mark 80 years since the end of World War II. This year, the film 
Oppenheimer was screened in Japan, stirring a variety of opinions in the film 
industry. Over the 14 years I have written about films, I have focused on movies 
about war and the atomic bomb, especially as a second-generation atomic bomb 
survivor. I have been particularly drawn to these themes, trying to understand what 
war truly is and why possessing nuclear weapons is considered important. As a 
person of faith, I would like to share my thoughts on what I have continued to 
contemplate. 
 
Profile 
Born in Tokyo. After graduating from university and working for a publishing company, she 
established the publishing house "Papyrus Ai." Since 2010, she has been responsible for 
writing movie reviews for the monthly magazine Catholic Life, published by Don Bosco 
Publishing. Since 2015, she has also been contributing movie reviews and culinary articles 
for the web magazine AMOR. 
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Session IV: Digital Desk Workshop – How to apply the theme – Human 
communication In the digital world for a culture of peace” 
Facilitator: Fr. D SOUZA ARUN PRAKASH 

 
“Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever.” 
These words are attributed to Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi who promoted 
truth and non-violence through his life, was a learner all through his life. 
From our experiences we know learning is an ongoing process – learning a 
new idea, a new philosophy, a new thought, a new trade, or a new field of 
study never end. Through our daily and constant communication and 
interactions with ourselves, with our neighbors, with our society, and with 
the transcendental, we come to know ourselves, our society, our 
relationships with our nature and the world, perhaps sometimes the transcendental (=God, or 
god/gods). The ultimate purpose of our learnings and communication is to build and promote 
human communities based on the principle of “common good”. All our individual and 
communitarian efforts focus on this mission.  
Often known as the Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm, the Jesuit education approach accentuates 
five elements that characterize the learning experience of individuals in a human society: 
context, experience, reflection, action, and evaluation. Based on the five principles of Jesuit 
education, we will explore ways to reflect upon our experiences in particular cultures and 
contexts to promote communicative skills for action and evaluation.  
Communication for peace building is a space where emphasize is laid not merely on ‘how to 
excel in the competitive world’ or ‘how to become good human beings through 
communications’ but about ‘why do we need to communicate’ or ‘what are we to do to 
become better human beings through communicative skills’. We are all explorers in this 
world. 
Mini-Bio 
Born in Mangalore, India.  
1997 Joined the Society of Jesus  
2005 Arrived in Japan.  
2012 Ordained Priest.  
 
Educational Qualifications 
BA (Arts) (2000, St Aloysius, Mangalore INDIA), MA (Philosophy) (2003, Loyola College, Chennai 
INDIA), BA (Theology) (2011), MA (Theology) (2014), MA (Journalism) (2016), PhD (Journalism) 
(2020), (All four are from Sophia University, Tokyo JAPAN) 
 
Professional Profile 
Assistant Professor, Department of Journalism, Faculty of Humanities, Sophia University, 
Tokyo-JAPAN. Chaplain & Part Time Lecturer, Seisen Women’s University, Tokyo-JAPAN.   
Fields of Study: journalism, mass media, communications, media ethics, journalist’s formation, 
secular ethics, church media, social communications 
 
 

 
Session IV: Revisiting the constitution of SIGNIS ASIA and its ratification by Fr. 
Stanley and Mr. Tri 
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Film Screening 
“WATER, NOT WEAPONS – The Greening of Afghanistan” (Japan) 

Documentary on Dr. Tetsu Nakamura (assassinated in 2019 
   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgc3pSFiZ8s (Trailer in Japanese) 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/backstories/2900/  
(Written w/photos and narration) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnJnpz1T3oI (Animation) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtIvLvXIpSc (Narration) 

 
“THE FACE OF THE FACELESS” (India) 

 Film about Sr. Rani Maria, an Indian martyr killed in 1995 
Official Trailer (English subtitles) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/enter

tainment/ 
/malayalam/the-face-of-the-faceless-official-trailer/videoshow/105257303.cms&ved=2ahUKEwjVtaOC6MyIAxWESfUHH

WYFKfcQwqsBegQICxAF&usg=AOvVaw3ezzwOaWVKo2XW_H6jk4bT 

 

DAY 3, 26 September  
07:30 Breakfast 
09:00 Leave for St. Mary Cathedral, Tokyo (by bus) 
10:00 Archbishop Mass  
11:45 Cultural Excursion 
12:45 Arr. Tsukiji Catholic Church & Lunch  
13:30 Fr. Leo’s Talk / Edo Martyrs (Video) 
14:15 Lv. for Zojoji 
15:00 Zojoji Temple 
16:00 Lv. for NYC 
17:00 Arr. NYC 
18:00 Entertainment 
18:30 Closing Ceremony & Farewell Dinner (NYC Sakura) 
 

 
 
 
Mass at the St. Mary Cathedral Tokyo 
H.E. Abp. Tarcisio Isao Kikuchi 
 
1958-11-01 Born in Miyako-shi, Iwate-ken 
1986-03-15 Ordained Priest 
2004-05-14 Appointed Bishop of Niigata 
2004-09-20 Ordained Bishop 
2017-10-25 Appointed Archbishop of Tokyo 
2017-12-16 Installed 
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Tsukiji Catholic Church 
With the ending of the Christian persecution of the Edo period, the first 
parish to re-open in Tokyo was at Tsukiji in 1874. The Paris Foreign 
Missionary Society bought the site in the Tsukiji Foreign Settlement 
Quarter and the construction of the neo-Gothic church was completed in 
1878. The new church was dedicated to St Joseph and designated the 

cathedral of the diocese of Northern Japan. 
Tsukiji Church lost its status as cathedral in 1920 when the Archbishop moved to Sekiguchi and the 
church itself was completely destroyed in the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923.  The church was 
rebuilt in the style of a Greek temple with six pillars lining the front. The pediment is decorated with a 
central lily in honor of St               Joseph, with roses for St Mary. 
Tsukiji has regular masses in Japanese and French, with Myanmar mass once a month.  Near the 
Ginza and Tsukiji market, St Joseph's church is visited by many tourists. 
 
Fr Leo Schumacher 
Ordained in 1987 as a member of the Missionary Society of St Columban. 
Leaving New Zealand, he took up his first assignment to Japan in 1988. 
He has worked in Tokyo Archdiocese ever since. 
In addition to his duties in the parish, he is coordinator of the Tokyo/Myanmar 
sister church partnership. 
This includes helping set up the Seed of Hope project to support the education of children in the IDP 
camps of Myanmar. 
 
Ref: https://tokyo.catholic.jp/en/archbishop/message/43767/ 
 
Edo (now Tokyo) Great Martyrdom of Genna 

T. Paul (Mac) Machida   SAA 2024 Organizing Team, SIGNIS JAPAN 

 
December1623, (Genna) Great Martyrdom of Edo. 
2008 Beatification of the 188 Japanese Martyrs (Peter Kibe Kasui, 
John Hara Mondo, etc.)  
Nov. 2023 400th Anniversary Commemoration in Tokyo. 
Dec. 2023 400th Anniversary of the Martyrdom of 
Blessed Fr. Gerolamo de Angelis with Procession in Enna, Sicily.   
 
 

 
1945 Born in Kanagawa Pref. 
1968 Graduated from Sophia Univ. Tokyo 
Since then, worked 42 years in the automotive industry.  
SIGNIS JAPAN member since 2006. 
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Zojoji Temple 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zojoji was founded in 1393 as an orthodox and fundamental nembutsu seminary for Jodo shu in the 
Kanto (east Japan) region. Zojoji was relocated to the present site in 1598 after Ieyasu Tokugawa, 
founder of the Tokugawa shogunate, entered Edo (present-day Tokyo) in 1590 to establish his 
provincial government. After the start of the Edo Period when the Tokugawa shogunate ruled Japan, 
Zojoji became the family temple of the Tokugawa family. 
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